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Applicants  testing  antibody  positive  would  be  excluded 

HHS  to  Screen  New  Immigrants  for  HTLV-III? 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The 
Secretary  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  (HHS)  has  proposed  that 
people  with  AIDS  wishing  to  im¬ 
migrate  to  the  United  States  be 
denied  permanent-residence 
status.  He  has  further  proposed 
that  tests  for  the  presence  of 
HTLV-III  in  blood  be  used  to 
screen  for  the  syndrome,  even 
though  agencies  within  his  depart¬ 
ment  do  not  consider  such  tests 
diagnostic  of  AIDS. 

The  secretary,  Otis  R.  Bowen, 
made  the  proposal  in  late  January. 
The  proposal  would  add  AIDS  to  a 
list  of  contagious  diseases  that  are 
grounds  for  exclusion  under  the 
Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Act.  Currently,  the  act  excludes 
people  with  tuberculosis,  leprosy, 
and  five  sexually  transmitted  dis¬ 
eases,  including  syphilis  and 
gonorrhea. 

The  preamble  to  the  formal  pro¬ 
posal  calls  for  the  use  of  blood 
tests  for  HTLV-III  antibody  and 
virus  in  AIDS.  According  to 
Chuck  Kline  of  HHS,  the  blood  of 
applicants  for  permanent -resident 
status  would  be  tested  for  con¬ 
tagious  diseases;  if  it  came  up 
positive  on  the  antibody  test,  the 
blood  would  be  tested  for  the 
virus.  Supposedly,  the  presence  of 
the  virus  in  blood  would  be 
grounds  for  denying  permanent- 
resident  status. 

Kline  said  that  the  material  in 
the  preamble  is  more  suggestion 
than  proposal,  that  it  would  not 
change  any  existing  regulation, 
and  would  therefore  have  to  be 
formally  implemented  separately 
from  the  proposed  classification 
of  AIDS  as  a  contagious  disease, 
and  that  the  department  is  calling 
for  public  comment  on  the  use  of 
what  he  calls  “the  AIDS  blood 
test”  in  screening  for  the  syn- 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Sabrina  Von  Butz,- 
self-identified  as  transsexual,  is  for¬ 
mally  pressing  charges  of  physical 
and  verbal  abuse  against  a  number 
of  Boston  police  officers.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Von  Butz,  s/he  was 
harassed  by  the  police  after  being 
robbed  outside  Prelude,  a  gay  bar 
here,  on  February  1 . 

Von  Butz  told  GCN  that  at  ap¬ 
proximately  2:15  a.m.,  a  man 
grabbed  Von  Butz’s  purse,  which 
contained  twenty  dollars,  some 
food  stamps,  and  a  number  of 
identification  cards.  Spotting  two 
police  officers  nearby,  Von  Butz 
elicited  their  help  in  apprehending 
the  thief.  For  reasons  unknown  to 
Von  Butz,  the  officers  stopped  and 
talked  to  the  man  but  did  not  de¬ 
tain  him. 

When  Von  Butz  insisted  that  the 
officers  fill  out  a  police  report  on 
the  theft,  they  refused,  claiming 
that  they  had  no  writing  utensils. 
According  to  Von  Butz,  upon  fur¬ 
ther  insistence,  the  officers  force¬ 
fully  threw  Von  Butz  into  a 
cruiser,  saying  they  were  going  to 
the  South  Station  subway  stop, 
where  Von  Butz  would  be  safer. 

Von  Butz  was  not  taken  to  the 
subway,  but  instead,  to  the  Area  A 
police  station,  where  s/he  reports 


drome. 

HHS  is  not  unanimous  is  calling 
for  tests  for  HTLV-III  antibody 
and  virus  “AIDS  blood  tests,” 
however.  Dr.  Tom  Peterman,  of 
HHS’  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC),  said  that  “The  ELISA  [the 
HTLV-III  antibody  test]  and  the 
Western  Blot  [the  HTLV-III  virus 
test]  are  tests  for  blood,  not  tests 
for  AIDS.”  Peterman  went  on  to 
say  that  only  five  to  15  percent  of 
those  who  test  positive  on  the 
rigorous  Western  Blot  test 
develop  full-blown  AIDS  within 
five  years  of  testing.  He  would  not 
comment  on  whether  the  CDC 
supports  Bowen’s  proposal. 

“HTLV-III  tests  are  not 
diagnostic  of  AIDS,”  according  to 
Shirley  Barth  of  HHS’  Public 
Health  Service  (PHS).  Barth  said 
that  although  the  PHS  suggested 
that  people  with  AIDS  be  excluded 
from  the  country,  it  did  not  sug¬ 
gest  that  HTLV-III  tests  be  used  in 
such  exclusions.  Instead,  Barth 
said,  PHS  had  suggested  that 
“AIDS  cases  be  excluded  through 
physical  examinations,”  that  is, 
clinical  determinations  as  to 
whether  a  person  has  AIDS. 

Barth  was  unwilling  to  comment 
as  to  whether  the  PHS  supports 
Bowen’s  proposal.  “I  can’t  discuss 
jvhat  we  do  internally,”  Barth 
said,  “and  anyway,  putting  forth 
the  proposal  is  the  secretary’s  deci¬ 
sion.” 

Jane  Rocamora,  director  of  the 
National  Lawyers  Guild’s  Na¬ 
tional  Immigration  Project,  told 
GCN  she  is  not  only  critical  of  the 
use  of  HTLV-III  testing  as  a 
diagnostic  tool,  but  also  of  the  in¬ 
tent  of  Bowen’s  proposal. 
Rocamora  said,  “The  proposed 
regulation  seems  totally  inap¬ 
propriate,  because  as  I  understand 
it,  AIDS  is  not  a  contagious  dis- 


s/he  was  placed  under  arrest.  S/he 
was  not  told  what  the  charges 
were. 

When  police  officers  at  the  sta¬ 
tion  began  questioning  Von  Butz, 
they  became  agitated,  according  to 
Von  Butz.  They  dragged  Von  Butz 
by  the  hair  to  a  cell,  causing  a  cut 
from  elbow  to  wrist.  Von  Butz’s 
consequent  demand  for  medical 
attention  resulted  in  further 
violence  from  three  police  officers 
and  two  paramedics.  Von  Butz 
said  s/he  was  grabbed,  thrown 
down,  and  stepped  on.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  officers  and  paramedics 
forcibly  checked  Von  Butz’s 
crotch  to  see  if  s/he  was  a  man  or  a 
woman. 

Convinced  that  s/he  was  a  man, 
police  allegedly  took  Von  Butz  to 
another  cell  where  s/he  was  locked 
up  with  a  man.  Von  Butz  believes 
that  the  man,  who  s/he  said  “came 
on  to  me,”  was  a  plant  put  in  the 
cell  by  the  police  to  “see  what  I 
would  do.” 

Von  Butz  was  released  at  7:00 
a.m.  on  the  same  day.  No  charges 
were  filed,  and  police  records  list 
Von  Butz’s  detention  as  “protec¬ 
tive  custody.”  Upon  release  s/he 
attempted  to  get  back  possessions 
that  had  been  confiscated  by  the 


ease  as  that  term  is  meant  in  the 
[Immigration  and  Naturalization] 
act.” 

Jeff  Levi,  of  the  National  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Task  Force,  said  that 
although  AIDS  may  technically 
qualify  as  a  contagious  disease 
under  the  immigration  act,  there 
are  additional  problems  with  the 
proposal.  “The  reality  is  that  peo¬ 
ple  are  leaving  the  United  States  to 
seek  treatment  for  AIDS;  people 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Tenants  of  the 
Buckminster  Hotel  rooming  house 
in  Kenmore  Square,  including  a 
number  of  gay  men  and  lesbians, 
are  fighting  what  they  see  as  illegal 
efforts  to  evict  them,  poor  living 
conditions,  and  sexual  harass¬ 
ment.  They  claim  that  many  of 
these  problems  are  due  to  their 
landlord’s  desire  to  transform  the 
boarding  house  into  high-rent  lux¬ 
ury  apartments  or  condominiums. 
In  a  demonstration  and  press  con¬ 
ference  on  February  6,  members 
of  the  newly  formed  Buckminster 
Tenants  Association,  an  affiliate 
of  the  Massachusetts  Tenants 
Organization  (MTO),  outlined 
their  grievances  against  their 
landlords,  Edmund  and  Albert 
Shamsi. 

Tenants  said  the  rooming  house 
was  removed  from  the  rental 
market  six  months  ago,  and  that 
the  entire  sixth  floor  has  since  been 
vacated.  Of  the  approximately  164 
units  in  the  building,  roughly  half 
are  vacant.  Many  tenants  vacated 
their  rooms  after  the  management 


police.  While  s/he  got  back  some 
cash,  cosmetics,  and  jewelry  that 
had  been  taken,  Von  Butz  told 
GCN  that  a  ring  was  missing. 

Von  Butz  faced  further  harass¬ 
ment  when  s/he  went  to  the  police 
station  with  French  Wall,  an  aide 
to  gay  Boston  City  Councillor 
David  Scondras,  to  get  a  copy  of 
the  police  record  of  the  arrest  and 
detention.  In  response  to  this  re¬ 
quest,  Von  Butz  and  Wall  told 
GCN  that  Boston  police  officer 
Sergeant  Harrington  said,  “You 
filed  something  with  Internal  Af¬ 
fairs,  didn’t  you.  I’m  not  giving 
you  that.”  In  addition,  according 
to  Von  Butz  and  Wall,  Harrington 
turned  to  another  police  officer 
when  Von  Butz  walked  in  and  said 
disdainfully,  “Man,  woman,  fag¬ 
got.” 

Von  Butz  has  filed  two  com¬ 
plaints  with  Internal  Affairs,  a 
division  of  the  police  department 
responsible  for  investigating  com¬ 
plaints  against  police  officers.  One 
complaint  is  for  verbal  and 
physical  harassment  by  the  police 
officers  on  the  night  s/he  was  de¬ 
tained;  the  other  is  against  Sgt. 
Harrington  for  verbal  harassment. 

Lieutenant  Kenny,  a  police  of- 
Continued  on  page  3 


aren’t  coming  here,”  said  Levi.  He 
continued,  “One  real  danger  of 
this  proposal  is  that  other  coun¬ 
tries,  France  in  particular,  might 
take  retaliatory  measures  against 
the  United  States,  might  exclude 
people  with  AIDS.”  Levi  is  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  fact  that  some  wealthier 
citizens  of  the  United  States  have 
gone  to  France  seeking  treatments 
for  AIDS  not  available  here. 

Levi  said  “there  is  no  health 


told  them  they  would  face  eviction 
if  they  did  not  move.  In  addition,  a 
number  of  tenants,  who  claim  to 
have  paid  their  rent  in  full,  have  re¬ 
ceived  eviction  notices  for  non¬ 
payment  of  rent. 

Tenants  have  also  been  told  that 
they  have  to  move  from  one  floor 
to  another  so  that  the  landlords, 
can  renovate  their  old  apartments. 
Donald  Hoffman,  of  the  Tenant 
Landlord  Project  in  City  Hall, 
told  GCN  this  demand  is  illegal. 
Hoffman  also  said  that  the 
tenants’  last  rent  increase  exceeded 
the  12.5%  Cost  Price  Index 
(C.P.I.).  It  is  illegal  to  raise  rents 
in  low-  to  moderate-income  units 
more  than  the  C.P.I.  Tenants  plan 
to  appeal  this  increase  to  the 
Boston  Rent  Equity  Board. 

At  the  press  conference,  Brian 
Clague,  a  tenant,  said  rooming 
house  occupants  have  been 
without  hot  water  for  sixteen  days 
during  the  last  three  months.  He 
also  said  there  have  been 
numerous  false  fire  alarms, 
creating  a  danger  in  the  event  of  a 
real  fire,  and  that  the  building  is 
infested  with  rats  and  roaches. 
Furthermore,  the  building’s 
manager,  Adolf  Bauer,  frequently 
enters  rooms  without  giving  suffi¬ 
cient  time  after  knocking  for 
residents  to  get  out  of  bed  or  out  of 
the  bathroom,  said  Clague. 

“He’s  [Edmund  Shamsi]  got  so 
much  money,”  added  one  lesbian 
expressing  frustation  at  the  situa¬ 
tion.  “Most  people  here  can’t  af¬ 
ford  to  move  out  and  he’s  forcing 
them  out.” 

Edmund  Shamsi  denies  the 
tenants’  charges.  He  told  GCN 
that  the  building  is  in  good  shape, 
while  admitting  that  there  have 
been  problems  with  the  hot  water 


threat”  from  people  with  AIDS 
entering  the  United  States,  given 
the  very  particular  conditions 
under  which  the  disease  is  believed 
to  be  spread.  “If  anything,  there  is 
a  possible  financial  burden  that 
the  government  would  have  to 
bear,”  said  Levi.  “But  people  ap¬ 
plying  for  permanent  residency 
have  to  demonstrate  employment 
possibilities,  means  of  self- 
Continued  on  page  3 


boiler.  These  problems,  he  said, 
were  beyond  his  control  and  due  to 
a  faulty  system  that  was  purchased 
five  years  ago.  Shamsi  claimed  he 
spent  $15,000  in  the  past  six 
months  for  repairs  on  the  boiler. 

Shamsi,  who  owns  at  least  ten 
other  apartment  buildings  in 
Boston,  is  planning  to  renovate  va¬ 
cant  apartments  in  the  building 
and  to  add  kitchenettes.  He  told 
GCN  that  he  had  no  idea  what  in¬ 
creases  in  rent  would  result  from 
this,  but  that  he  only  plans  to 
renovate  as  old  tenants  move  out. 
He  denied  that  tenants  received 
false  eviction  notices. 

Alleging  that  the  tenant  organiz¬ 
ing  is  the  result  of  a  political  power 
play,  Shamsi  told  GCN,  “Mr. 
David  Scondras  [gay  Boston  city 
councillor]  and  MTO  are  gaining 
from  this.”  Shamsi  continued, 
“He’s  [Scondras]  pro-tenant.  The 
more  property  owners  that  are  put 
into  a  bad  light,  the  more  power  to 
him.” 

Rosemary  Whiting,  a  consti¬ 
tuent  serviceperson  in  Scondras’ 
office,  told  GCN  that  Clague 
called  her  in  November  of  1985 
asking  for  information  about  con¬ 
dominium  conversion  laws.  Con¬ 
cerned  with  Clague’s  fear  that  a 
rooming  house  might  be  converted 
to  condominiums,  Whiting  re¬ 
ferred  Clague  to  MTO.  “Rooming 
houses  have  been  going  off  the 
market  rapidly  in  Boston,”  said 
Whiting.  “But  they  are  essential  to 
low-income  people,  including 
students,  elderly,  and  the  handi¬ 
capped.  If  the  city  closes  down 
rooming  houses  there  are  going  to 
be  a  lot  of  people  on  the  street.” 

MTO,  in  addition  to  helping 
tenants  at  the  Buckminster,  in  1985 
Continued  on  page  3 


Long  Guang  Huang  victory  a  model  for  organizing 

Transsexual  Charges 
Boston  Police  Brutality 


Lesbian  &  Gay  Tenants 
Rally  against  Eviction 


Buckminster  tenants  protest,  Feb.  6,  Boston. 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

“Due  to  the  number  of  queers  and  sub-human 
mud  races  located  in  the  [San  Francisco]  Bay  Area 
the  White  Student  Union  has  now  organized  a  chapter 
of  straight  White  Youth  under  racial  lines  into  a 
political  force.” 

—  from  a  press  release  by  the  White  Student 
Union,  an  national  group  headquartered  in  Sacra¬ 
mento,  which  regularly  leaflets  San  Francisco 
neighborhoods  with  anti-Semitic  and  anti-Black 
handbills. 


haitians  demonstrate  as  ‘baby  doc’  falls 

BOSTON  —  Above,  Haitians  demonstrate  at  City 
Hall  here  February  1  as  reports  of  the  fall  of  “Baby 
Doc”  Duvalier  continued  unsubstantiated.  The  con¬ 
firmed  demise  of  the  28-year  Duvalier  family  regime  is 
now  greeted  with  a  mixture  of  hope  and  suspicion  by 
the  people  of  Haiti;  continued  involvement  by  the  U.S. 
government  in  the  affairs  of  their  country  is  expected, 
and  the  interim  government  council  has  yet  to  prove 
its  commitment  to  “share  the  wealth”  and  to  allow 
“free”  elections. 

While  Haitians  on  the  island  have  confronted 
violent  repression  and  extreme  poverty,  Haitian  immi¬ 
grants  in  the  U.S.  have  faced  unemployment,  the 
threat  of  deportation,  and  the  added  stigma  of  classi¬ 
fication  as  a  “high  risk”  group  for  AIDS.  That  classi¬ 
fication  was  rescinded  by  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  in  April  of  last  year.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  15.) 
Many  Haitians  in  the  U.S.  now  express  optimism  they 
will  be  able  to  return  to  their  homeland  without 
reprisal. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


eight  gay  men  murdered  in  twin  cities 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MN  —  Another  gay  man  was 
found  murdered  here  in  late  January,  bringing  toeight 
the  number  of  gay  men  shot,  strangled,  and  stabbed 
to  death  in  the  Twin  Cities  in  less  than  two  years.  The 
string  of  gay  murders  has  prompted  a  call  for  action 
by  the  gay  and  lesbian  community,  according  to 
Equal  Times  News.  Bar  owners  have  added  $5,000  to 
the  $5,000  reward  currently  offered  by  a  “Crime- 
Stoppers”  program  for  information  leading  to  the  ar¬ 
rest  of  suspects. 

Suspects  and  convicted  men  in  several  of  the 
cases  fit  a  pattern,  according  to  Deputy  Police  Chief 
Patrick  Farrell.  All  are  white  males  age  18-21,  they  are 
semi-transient,  and  their  victims  are  middle-aged  and 
older  gay  men.  Farrell  said  the  number  of  gay  men 
murdered  is  unquestionably  high  for  a  single  popula¬ 
tion  group.  “If  it  were  teenagers  or  senior  citizens  it 
would  be  considered  a  high  number,”  he  said. 

—  Janice  Irvine 


festival  of  life 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  A  week-long  series  of  arts 
and  educational  programs  will  be  held  at  Harvard 
University  and  Radcliffe  College  Feb.  17-23  to  benefit 
research  and  patient  care  projects  in  the  fight  against 
AIDS.  The  Festival  of  Life  —  Seven  Days  for  AIDS 
Research  and  Care  —  will  benefit  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee  and  the  New  England  Deaconness 
Hospital. 

The  festival  kicks  off  on  Monday,  Feb.  17  with 
“Ovations  —  Women  United  for  AIDS  Research  and 
Care,”  a  gala  featuring  artists  Judy  Collins,  Joan  Ken¬ 
nedy,  Jayne  Anne  Phillips,  and  Nancy  Marchand. 
“Ovations”  will  be  held  at  8  p.m.  at  the  American 
Repertory  Theatre,  in  Harvard’s  Loeb  Drama  Center, 
64  Brattle  St.,  Cambridge.  Call  (617)  547-8300  for  more 
information  about  “Ovations.”  For  other  events,  call 
(617)  495-2663. 

—  Janice  Irvine 


sex,  politics,  and  the  law 

NEW  YORK  —  The  New  York  University  Review 
of  Law  and  Social  Change  announces  a  symposium: 
“Sex,  Politics  and  the  Law:  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Take  the  Offensive.”  The  symposium  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  February  22,  1986,  at  the  NYU  School  of 
Law,  40  Washington  Square  South.  Admission  is  free 
and  there  is  no  pre-registration. 

The  purpose  of  the  symposium  is  to  formulate 
the  most  effective  strategy  for  securing  sexual  civil 
rights  and  liberties  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  As  ad¬ 
vocates  of  a  multi-disciplinary  approach  to  social  and 
legal  change,  the  Review  of  Law  and  Social  Change 
has  invited  activists  in  the  fields  of  history, 
psychology,  health  sciences,  and  law.  Speakers  will 
include  John  D’Emilio,  Jewelle  Gomez,  Nan  Hunter, 
Tom  Stoddard,  David  Scondras,  Betty  Powell,  and 
many  others. 

For  further  information,  contact  Debra  Rothberg 
or  Audre  Rabinowitz  at  the  NYU  Review  of  Law  and 
Social  Change,  (212)  598-3919. 

—  Debra  Rothberg 


forums  on  reproductive  technologies 

BOSTON  —  On  February  22,  an  all-day  communi¬ 
ty  forum  on  Women  and  Reproductive  Technologies 
will  be  held  at  U/Mass-Boston.  Speakers  and 
workshops  will  address  topics  such  as  in  vitro  fer¬ 
tilizations,  prenatal  screening,  infertility,  and  social 
parenting.  Films  and  videos  will  be  shown,  including 
“The  Ultimate  Test  Animal,”  a  documentary  about  the 
injectable  contraceptive,  depo-provera.  One 
workshop  focusing  on  international  issues  will  be 
conducted  in  Spanish.  Sign  language  intepretation 
will  be  available  for  most  of  the  day.  Musical  enter¬ 
tainment  will  be  provided  by  Marcia  Taylor. 

Co-sponsors  of  the  event  are:  Women  and 
Reproductive  Technologies  Group,  Boston  Women’s 
Health  Book  Collective,  Reproductive  Rigths  Na¬ 
tional  Network  (Boston  Group),  and  Boston  Self-Help 
Center. 

There  is  no  admission  fee  and  the  conference 
will  be  held  from  10  a.m.-4  p.m.  at  U/Mass-Boston  (cor¬ 
ner  of  Stuart  and  Arlington  Sts.).  Childcare  must  be  re¬ 
served  by  Feb.  13. 

★  *  * 

HARTFORD,  CT  —  The  new  reproductive 
technologies  will  be  the  focus  of  a  conference  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Women’s  Research  Institute  of  Hartford 
College  for  Women.  The  day-long  conference,  “High- 
Tech  Baby-making:  Its  Technology  and  Social, 
Ethical,  and  Legal  Implications,”  will  be  held  on 
March  14.  It  is  the  first  conference  of  its  kind  in  this 
country.  Keynote  speakers  are  Gena  Corea,  author  of 
The  Mother  Machine,  and  Dr.  Barbara  Katz  Rothman, 
a  City  University  of  New  York  sociologist  and  author 
of  The  Tentative  Pregnancy. 

Attendance  at  the  conference  is  limited. 
Registration  before  February  26  will  be  $42,  after  that 
date,  $47.  Special  student  rates  are  available.  For  fur¬ 
ther  information,  contact  Sharon  Toffey  Shepela, 
director,  Women’s  Research  Institute,  Hartford  Col¬ 
lege  for  Women,  50  Elizabeth  St.,  Hartford,  CT  06105. 
(203)  236-5838. 

—  Janice  Irvine 


terrigno  trial  delayed 

WEST  HOLLYWOOD,  CA  —  The  trial  of  lesbian 
former  mayor  and  current  council  member  Valerie  Ter¬ 
rigno,  under  indictment  for  embezzlement,  has  been 
postponed  from  January  7  to  March  11,  according  to 
Assistant  U.S.  Attorney  Richard  Callahan.  Both 
Callahan  and  defense  attorney  Howard  Weitzman  are 
involved  in  unrelated,  lengthy  court  cases. 

Terrigno,  the  first  mayor  of  this  city  which  has  a 
large  lesbian  and  gay  population,  was  indicted  Oc¬ 
tober  23  on  charges  of  embezzling  funds  while  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  Crossroads  Counseling  Services,  a 
social  service  agency.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  22.)  In 
mid-December,  an  article  written  by  Sandy  Dwyer  and 
Aslan  Brooke  for  the  Philadelphia  Gay  News  provided 
new  information  about  the  financial  condition  of 
Crossroads,  which,  observers  believe,  may  have  an 
impact  on  the  trial.  The  copyrighted  story  disclosed  a 
series  of  alleged  financial  improprieties  that  existed 
at  the  agency  prior  to  Terrigno’s  tenure.  This  informa¬ 
tion,  obtained  directly  from  Crossroads  documents, 
contradicts  statements  made  by  Crossroads  founder 
Morris  Kight,  who  has  figured  prominently  as  a  news 
source  in  the  case.  No  Crossroads  officials  who 
worked  prior  to  Terrigno  have  been  charged  with  any 
crime,  prompting  accusations  that  Terrigno  was 
singled  out  for  politically  motivated  prosecution. 

Terrigno  has  continued  to  serve  on  the  city  coun¬ 
cil.  Efforts  to  organize  a  defense  fund  have  been 
thwarted  by  delays  in  a  state  determination  as  to 
whether  election  laws  would  be  violated  by  setting  up 
such  a  fund  for  an  elected  official. 

—  Gordon  Gottlieb 


greet  rambo  feb.  18 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Actor/director  Sylvester 
Stallone  is  coming  to  Cambridge  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  18 
to  receive  the  "Man  of  the  Year”  award  from  the  Hasty 
Pudding  Theatrical  Club  of  Harvard  University.  Hasty 
Pudding  is  honoring  Stallone,  who  created  and  por¬ 
trays  on-screen  “Rocky”  Balboa,  for  “strengthening 
the  bond  between  himself  and  the  American  public, 
introducing  yet  another  solid  and  unforgettable 
character  in  American  cinema.” 

An  ad  hoc  group  of  community  activists  plans  to 
greet  Stallone  when  he  receives  his  award  to  make 
known  their  opposition  to  his  glorification  of  racism, 
militarism,  and  sexism.  The  group  has  criticized  the 
Rambo  film  series  as  “a  thinly-disguised  product  of 
cold  war  hysteria  that  fuels  the  most  base  racist,  sex¬ 
ist,  and  militarist  reactions”  from  its  viewing  au¬ 
dience. 

The  films  have  attracted  the  criticism  of  Vietnam 
veterans  for  exploiting  and  inaccurately  depicting 
their  experience.  They  have  also  drawn  the  condem¬ 
nation  of  Asians  for  the  dehumanizing  portrayal  of 
faceless  and  expendable  “hordes”  conveniently 
sacrificed  in  one  man’s  fantasy  of  being  able  to  “win  this 
time.”  Needless  to  say,  Stallone’s  portrayal  of  male 
heroes  —  angry,  silent,  alone  against  the  world, 
responding  only  with  a  gun  or  a  pair  of  fists  to 
“foreign”  threats  —  fits  not  only  with  Reagan’s  view 
of  the  world,  but  a  distorted  and  dangerous  projection 
of  the  “ideal  man.” 

There  will  be  a  picket  of  the  Hasty  Pudding 
Theater  on  Feb.  18  from  5:45  to  6:30  p.m.,  and  a  brief 
rally  from  6:30-7  p.m.  For  more  information,  call 
628-6585. 

—  Janice  Irvine 


Danitra  Vance,  performing  March  2,  New  York 


celebrating  kitchen  table:  women  of 
color  press 

NEW  YORK  —  Kitchen  Table  invites  you  to 

celebrate  the  press’s  fifth  anniversary  and  Black 

History  Month  at  a  special  benefit  reading  on 

February  21.  Readers  will  include  Black  lesbian  poet 

Cheryl  Clarke;  poet  and  executive  director  of 

Basement  Workshop  in  New  York’s  Chinatown,  Fay 

Chiang;  Caribbean  American  poet,  writer,  and  visual 

artist  Irare  Sabasu;  and  Argentinian  writer  Luisa 

Valenzuela.  Barbara  Smith,  co-founder  of  Kitchen 

Table,  will  be  the  emcee  for  the  event,  which  will  be 

held  at  2  West  64th  St.,  at  8  p.m.  Tickets  are  $7.  For 

more  information,  call  The  Writer’s  Voice,  co-sponsor 

of  the  reading,  at  (212)  787-6557. 

‘  *  *  * 

On  March  2,  another  benefit  for  Kitchen  Table: 
Women  of  Color  Press  will  be  held  at  the  Limelight, 
6th  Avenue  at  20th  St.  The  event  features  Danitra 
Vance,  comic  from  Saturday  Night  Live  and  renowned 
drummer  Edwina  Lee  Tyler,  with  Jane  Galvin-Lewis  as 
emcee. 

The  Limelight  will  be  open  5-10  p.m.,  with 
showtime  at  7  p.m.  Tickets  are  $10  in  advance  and  $25 
at  the  door,  and  there  will  be  a  cash  bar.  For  advance 
tickets,  write  to  Kitchen  Table:  Women  of  Color  Press 
at  593  Park  Avenue,  New  York,  NY. 10021. 

—  Janice  Irvine 
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‘  Visibility  will  save  us 9 

N.H.  AIDS  Conference  Cites  Discrimination 


By  Susan  Janicki 

CONCORD,  NH  —  Over  150 
people  attended  a  conference 
February  8,  titled  “AIDS:  Facts 
and  Issues”  at  the  Unitarian 
Universalist  Church  here.  The 
day-long  conference  was  presented 
by  the  New  Hampshire  Citizens’ 
Alliance  for  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Rights  (CAGLR),  a  statewide 
group  founded  last  year  to,  as 
moderator  Susan  Bruce  said, 
“provide  a  forum  to  educate 
ourselves  and  the  community.” 

The  conference  covered  three 
main  topics  surrounding  the  AIDS 
crisis:  medical  facts,  community 
resources,  and  lifestyle  issues. 
Concurrent  workshops  providing 
additional  information  about  safe 
sex,  medical  considerations, 
women  and  AIDS,  and  the  state 
AIDS  Action  Line  were  scheduled 
for  the  last  hour  of  the  program. 

Initiating  the  community  re¬ 
sources  segment  of  the  conference, 
Kevin  Cathcart,  executive  director 
of  the  Boston-based  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Advocates  and  Defenders 


(GLAD),  spoke  forcefully  about 
the  increasing  discrimination 
against  people  with  AIDS.  Cath¬ 
cart  said  discrimination  is  focused 
on  three  groups  of  people  —  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS,  people  who  test 
positive  for  the  HTLV-III  an¬ 
tibody,  and  gay  men  in  general. 
The  two  major  areas  of 
discrimination  involve  denial  of 
medical  care  and  dismissal  from 
jobs  because  of  an  AIDS  diagnosis 
or  because  of  being  gay.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  some  insurance  companies 
are  using  “red-lining”  tactics  by 
not  selling  insurance  in  areas  with 
large  gay  populations  and  not  issu¬ 
ing  policies  to  single  men. 

Less  common,  but  joining  the 
discrimination  forces,  are  the 
school  systems  that  deny  children 
with  AIDS  the  right  to  attend 
school.  Cathcart  cited  a  case  in 
which  the  brother  of  a  child  with 
AIDS  was  denied  the  right  to  at¬ 
tend  school. 

Cathcart  also  attacked  the  use 
of_HTLV-III  antibody  testing  as  a 


vehicle  for  discrimination,  and 
said  the  best  way  to  prevent  such 
discrimination  in  the  gay  male 
community  is  to  refuse  to  take  the 
test. 

Several  states,  including  New 
Hampshire,  have  civil  rights  laws 
that  protect  citizens  on  the  basis  of 
“handicapped”  status.  AIDS  has 
qualified  as  a  handicap  under  such 
laws,  which,  according  to 
Cathcart,  have  been  used  to  pro¬ 
tect  people  with  AIDS  from 
discrimination.  The  main  problem 
is  the  snail-like  process  of  the  court 
system,  Cathcart  said,  making 
discrimination  suits  hard  to  pursue 
for  someone  who  may  already  be 
very  ill. 

“If  you’re  a  gay  man,  get  in¬ 
surance  now  —  all  you  can  afford 
before  it’s  too  late,”  Cathcart  ad¬ 
vised  in  his  summing-up.  Gay  men 
should  also  make  arrangements 
for  a  living  will  and  choose  some¬ 
one  to  have  power  of  attorney,  he 
added. 

Joseph  Naughton,  a  counselor 
at  Gay  and  Lesbian  Supportive 
Services,  stressed  the  need  for 
education  and  support  for  people 
with  AIDS,  AIDS-related  complex 
(ARC),  and  those  tested  as 
antibody-positive.  He  also  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  for  “the  worried 
well,  those  who  are  so  afraid  of 
contracting  AIDS  that  they  have 
increased  stress  and  feelings 
associated  with  being  gay.” 

Mark  Miller,  an  AIDS  hospice 
worker,  encouraged  people  to  ex¬ 
amine  their  own  health  status 
before  coming  in  contact  with 
someone  who  has  a  suppressed  im¬ 
mune  system,  since  even  a  com¬ 
mon  cold  could  become  lethal  to 
someone  with  AIDS. 

Stressing  the  need  for  education 
and  sexual  behavior  changes, 
Joyce  Cournoyer,  assistant 


Shirley  Mark  Yuen,  a  member 
of  the  Committee  to  Support  Long 
Guang  Huang,  a  group  formed  in 
response  to  the  beating  of  a 
Chinese  immigrant  by  a  Boston 
police  officer,  told  GCN that  com¬ 
munity  pressure  is  essential  in 
cases  of  police  brutality.  In 
September  of  1985,  after  much 
organizing  and  many  delays, 
police  officer  Francis  Kelly,  ac¬ 
cused  of  beating  up  Huang,  was 
found  guilty  and  suspended  from 
the  force  without  pay  for  one  year. 
Huang  was  hospitalized  for  a  week 
due  to  the  assault,  and  is  still  feel¬ 
ing  physical  repercussions  from 
the  beating. 

Although  many  activists  believe 
that  the  one-year  suspension  was 
not  sufficient,  the  case  is  seen  as  a 
victory  because  Kelly  was  found 
guilty  and  Huang  was  acquitted  of 
charges  of  assaulting  a  police  of¬ 
ficer.  “Historically,  Asians  have 
never  gotten  anything  without 
organizing.  This  [the  suspension] 
would  never  have  happened 
without  the  efforts  of  the  Defense 
Committee,”  said  Yuen.  “I  would 
urge  this  person  [Von  Butz]  to 
organize,”  she  added. 


(OMB)  and  the  Justice  Depart¬ 
ment,  which  administers  the  Im¬ 
migration  and  Naturalization  Ser¬ 
vice.  If  approved  by  these  agen¬ 
cies,  the  NPRM  will  be  printed  in 
the  federal  register.  After  its  prin¬ 
ting,  the  public  will  have  60  days  to 
comment  on  the  proposal.  A  "ter 
this,  the  proposal  can  be  ap¬ 
proved,  and  re-published  in  the 
federal  register  with  a  specific  date 
on  which  it  is  effective. 

Kline  said  “it  shouldn’t  take 
long”  until  the  OMB  and  Justice 
Department  approve  the  proposal. 
Levi  said  that  once  the  proposed 
regulation  is  published,  NGLTF 
will  begin  a  formal  lobbying  cam¬ 
paign  to  defeat  the  proposal. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


epidemiologist  for  the  state  of 
New  Hampshire,  said  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  has  ten  cases  of  AIDS  and  a 
low  rate  of  people  testing 
antibody-positive. 

Marty  Cicchinelli,  state  public 
health  coordinator  of  the  STD 
(sexually  transmitted  disease)  pro¬ 
gram,  urged  people  to  be  tested  for 
the  HTLV-III  antibody.  “It  has  a 
good  predictive  value,  and  could 
be  helpful  in  changing  behavior 
that  would  keep  New  Hampshire  a 
low-prevalence  state,”  she  claimed. 

Clay  Stephens,  a  physician’s 
assistant  from  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center  in  Boston, 
said  she  was  “pro-sex”  and  urged 
the  erotification  of  safe  sex  for 
everybody  “every  time,  all  the 
time,  any  time.” 

In  an  emotional  presentation, 
Philip  Broff,  a  New  Hampshire 


man  diagnosed  with  AIDS,  spoke 
eloquently  about  the  impact  of  the 
disease  on  his  life.  “It  can  be 
done,”  he  said.  “Living  with  this 
has  brought  months  of  despair  and 
weeping,  but  I  have  learned  so 
much,  and  am  speaking  here  to 
suggest  there  is  hope  and  options. 
Most  importantly,  I  am  not  a  vic¬ 
tim.” 

John  Mazzulo,  a  physician  at 
Tufts  New  England  Medical 
Hospital  and  a  member  of  the 
Boston  AIDS  Task  Force,  closed 
the  presentations  with  a  quote  by 
lesbian  activist  Ginny  Apuzzo: 
“Remember,  they  are  never  vic¬ 
tims.  They  are  patients  sometimes, 
but  people  always.”  Mazzulo 
urged  gay  men  and  lesbians  to 
come  out  and  to  help  educate 
others  about  AIDS.  “Visibility 
will  save  us,”  he  said. 


Buckminster  Tenants 

Continued  from  page  1 


helped  organize  occupants  of  a 
Mission  Hill  building  owned  by 
Shamsi.  Bob  Van  Meter,  a  MTO 
organizer,  told  GCN  that  Shamsi 
had  been  trying  to  evict  low- 
income  tenants  of  that  building  in 
order  to  renovate  the  building  for 
luxury  apartments.  Many  tenants 
succeeded  in  blocking  eviction  due 
to  organizing  efforts. 

Although  it  was  not  addressed  in 
the  press  conference,  two  tenants 
who  asked  not  to  be  identified 
told  GCN  that  the  building 
manager,  Adolf  Bauer,  frequently 
harasses  women  and  gay  men  in 
the  building.  One  woman  said  that 
Bauer  has  made  rude,  leering  com- 

Police  Abuse 

Continued from  page  1 

ficer  at  area  A  who  is  in  charge  of 
the  Internal  Affairs  initial  in¬ 
vestigation,  told  GCN  that  within 
two  weeks  the  investigation  should 
be  completed.  After  this  initial  in¬ 
vestigation,  the  case  goes  to  of¬ 
ficials  within  Internal  Affairs  for 
review.  Final  decisions  on  Internal 
Affairs  cases  are  frequently  made 
by  Boston  City  Police  Commis¬ 
sioner  Francis  Roache. 

One  out  of  Five  complaints  to 
Internal  Affairs  is  sustained,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Arthur  Morgan,  deputy 
superintendent  for  Internal  Af¬ 
fairs.  Last  year,  302  complaints 
were  registered,  causing  ten  police 
officers  to  lose  their  jobs.  Other 
police  officers  are  merely  given 
verbal  reprimands  for  violating 
police  rules  and  regulations. 

In  an  attempt  to  get  legal  help 
with  the  case,  Von  Butz  solicited 
help  from  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ad¬ 
vocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD) 
and  the  Masschusetts  Civil  Liber¬ 
ties  Union  (MCLU).  S/he  has  had 
no  response  from  GLAD,  which 
could  not  be  reached  by  GCN  for 
comment  on  the  case. 

Von  Butz  received  a  letter  rejec¬ 
ting  the  request  from  the  MCLU. 


ments  to  her  a  number  of  times,  in¬ 
cluding  remarks  such  as,  “Why 
don’t  you  put  some  clothes  on?” 
A  gay  man  who  lives  in  the 
building  said  that  Bauer  had 
entered  his  room  without  his 
knowledge  and  had  looked 
through  some  gay  magazines  to 
which  Bauer  later  referred  with 
derogatory  statements,  including 
comments  such  as,  “Why  don’t 
you  get  a  rich.old  man  to  take  care 
of  you?”  Bauer  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment. 

Edmund  Shamsi  has  agreed  to 
meet  with  three  representatives  of 
the  Buckminster  Tenants  Associa¬ 
tion  to  discuss  their  grievances. 


The  letter  stated  that  although  the 
case  may  be  meritorious,  due  to 
limited  resources  the  MCLU  can 
only  “take  on  those  few  [cases] 
that  seem  to  have  very  broad  im¬ 
plications  to  the  public.” 

“It’s  just  a  judgment  call,”  said 
Marjorie  Hines  of  the  MCLU. 
“We  get  20  to  30  requests  [for  legal 
assistance]  a  week.”  Hines  told 
GCN  that  she  assumed  that  police 
brutality  is  a  common  problem  for 
transsexuals  but  that  for  the  MCLU 
it  was  a  question  of  allocation  of 
resources. 

Police  brutality  is  in  fact  a 
serious  problem  for  transsexuals, 
according  to  Von  Butz.  S/he  hopes 
to  organize  transsexuals,  lesbians 
gay  men,  and  other  political  ac¬ 
tivists  to  respond  to  this  case  of 
police  brutality.  “From  what  I 
understand  it  [abuse]  happens  all 
the  time,  physically  or  verbally,” 
said  Von  Butz.  “I’m  in  the  pro¬ 
cessing  stage  [of  organizing  a  re¬ 
sponse].  I  talked  to  people  in  Jac¬ 
ques  [a  Boston  gay  bar  frequented 
by  drag  queens],  and  harassment 
happens  very  frequently  with  the 
Boston  Police  Department  and 
queens  and  transsexuals.” 


HTLV-III  Test  Exclusion 


Continued from  page  1 

support.”  Given  these  realities, 
Levi  admitted  “it’s  hard  to  under¬ 
stand  why  HHS  has  made  this  pro¬ 
posal.” 

HHS  is  not  alone  in  its  efforts  to 
exclude  people  with  AIDS,  and  to 
do  so  using  tests  designed  for 
blood.  The  Department  of 
Defense  is  testing  all  recruits  and 
active  duty  personnel  for  HTLV- 
III  antibody,  in  what  they  say  is  an 
attempt  to  limit  the  spread  of 
AIDS  in  the  military.  Insurance 
companies  across  the  country  are 
seeking  to  deny  coverage  to  people 
with  AIDS,  and  are  often  seeking 
HTLV-III  tests  as  a  diagnostic 
tool. 

Further,  unconfirmed  reports 
have  reached  GCN  that  the 


governments  of  both  Saudi  Arabia 
and  Thailand  are  using  HTLV-III 
tests  to  control  access  to  their 
countries.  The  Consular  Affairs 
Bureau,  a  division  of  the  U.S. 
State  Department,  is  not  issuing 
any  travel  advisories  regarding  the 
use  of  HTLV-III  tests  by  foreign 
governments. 

HHS’  Kline  said  Bowen’s  pro¬ 
posal  was  several  months  in  the 
making,  and  would  take  several 
months  to  be  approved.  He  said 
Bowen’s  proposal  is  now 
technically  the  form  known  among 
government  bureaucrats  as  a 
“Notice  of  Proposed  Rule  Making 
(NPRM).”  The  NPRM  has  been 
forwarded  for  review  by  the  Office 
of  Management  and  the  Budget 


Randall  Fights 
Deportation 


“It  may  no  longer  only  be  a 
‘crime’  to  be  poor,  Black, 
Hispanic,  Native  American, 
gay  or  a  woman... but  a  crime 
as  well  to  speak  out  for  the 
poor,  for  Blacks,  for  His- 
panics,  for  Native  Americans 
or  gays  or  women....” 

—  Margaret  Randall,  from  a 
journal  entry,  October  8,  1985 

By  Anne  Phibbs 

Albuquerque,  NM  —  Mar¬ 
garet  Randall,  well-known 
poet,  photographer,  political 
activist,  and  author  of  forty 
books  including  Cuban 
Women  Now,  Sandino’s 
Daughters,  Christians  in  the 
Nicaraguan  Revolution,  and 
Women  Brave  in  the  Face  oj 
Danger  was  denied  permanent- 
resident  status  in  the  U.S.  Oc¬ 
tober  2  on  the  grounds  that  her 
writings  violate  the  McCarran- 
Walter  Act.  Randall  was  then 
ordered  to  leave  the  country  by 
October  30,  1985.  In  response, 
she  has  appealed  the  Immigra¬ 
tion  and  Naturalization  Ser¬ 
vice  (INS)  decision  and  filed, 
on  October  29,  a  federal  law¬ 
suit  against  U.S.  Attorney 
General  Edwin  Meese  and  the 
INS.  Joining  the  suit  are  many 
authors,  including  Alice 
Walker,  Toni  Morrison,  Kurt 
Vonnegut,  Grace  Paley,  and 
Arthur  Miller. 

Randall’s  troubles  with  the 
INS  began  in  1984  when,  after 
living  for  23  years  in  Mexico, 
Cuba,  and  Nicaragua,  she  re¬ 
turned  to  Albuquerque,  New 
Mexico,  where  she  had  grown 
up.  Randall  had  become  a  Mex¬ 
ican  citizen  in  1967  because  it 
increased  her  chances  of 
employment  there,  and  had  re¬ 
nounced  her  U.S.  citizenship 
on  the  erroneous  advice  of  a 
lawyer.  Upon  arrival  in  the 
U.S.,  she  immediately  filed  for 
permanent-resident  (or  “Green 
Card”)  status.  Under  U.S.  law, 
Randall  merits  top  priority  for 
resident  status  because  her 
parents,  husband,  and  one  of 
her  children  are  all  U.S. 
citizens.  Instead  of  the  usual 
60-day  processing  period, 
however,  Randall’s  application 
was  held  up  for  a  year  and  a 
half,  during  which  time  she  and 
her  husband  each  went  through 
two  lengthy  interviews  with  the 
INS. 

To  deny  Randall’s  applica¬ 
tion  for  residency,  the  INS  is 
using  the  McCarthy-era 
McCarran-Walter  Act,  which 
excludes  those  people  from  the 
U.S.  whose  works  advocate 
communism,  anarchism,  or  op¬ 
position  to  “organized” 
government,  or  who  have 
associated  with  Marxists  or 


“subversives.”  This  act  has  33 
provisions  which  exclude  peo¬ 
ple  from  entering  or  staying  in 
the  U.S.  The  INS  ruling  on  Oc¬ 
tober  2  stated  that  Randall’s 
writings  “go  far  beyond  mere 
dissent,  disagreement  or 
criticism  of  United  States 
policies.”  Other  excluded 
writers  who,  like  Randall,  have 
held  political  views  not  com¬ 
patible  with  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  include  Graham  Greene, 
Gabriel  Garcia  Marquez,  (Sra.) 
Hortensia  Allende,  and  Farley 
Mowat. 

At  present,  Randall  is 
allowed  to  stay  in  the  U.S. 
while  her  case  is  in  the  appeals 
process.  She  has  her  first  hear¬ 
ing  before  an  immigration 
judge  on  March  17  in  El  Paso, 
Texas.  Randall’s  lawsuit, 
brought  by  the  Center  for  Con¬ 
stitutional  Rights  with  the 
American  Civil  Liberties 
Union,  charges  that  the 
McCarran-Walter  Act  violates 
the  First  and  Fifth  Amend¬ 
ments  to  the  Constitution 
because  it  allows  the  U.S. 
government  to  exclude  im¬ 
migrants  whose  ideological 
views  differ  from  those  of  the 
government  and  because  the 
Act  fails  to  guarantee  due  pro¬ 
cess  and  equal  protection  for  all 
applicants. 

Randall,  who  is  currently 
teaching  American  Studies  and 
Women’s  Studies  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  New  Mexico,  is  sup¬ 
ported  in  the  Boston  area  by  a 
committee  formed  last  October 
to  do  fundraising  for  her  legal 
expenses  and  to  promote 
awareness  of  her  situation,  ac¬ 
cording  to  committee  member 
Deborah  Wald.  The  Boston 
Committee  to  Defend  Margaret 
Randall  will  hold  a  benefit  on 
Sunday,  March  9  at  7:30  p.m. 
at  the  Mass.  College  of  Art 
Auditorium,  625  Huntington 
Ave.,  Boston.  Margaret  Ran¬ 
dall  will  be  there,  as  will  the 
Crowsfeet  Dance  Collective 
(former  members  of  the 
Wallflower  Order),  with  music 
by  Flor  de  Cana.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  about  this  benefit, 
call  Deborah  Wald  at  (617) 
482-1 145  or  492-4890. 

To  learn  more  about 
Margaret  Randall’s  case,  or  to 
make  a  contribution  toward 
offsetting  her  legal  expenses, 
write:  Margaret  Randall  Legal 
Defense  Committee,  c/o 
Center  for  Constitutional 
Rights,  853  Broadway,  14th 
Floor,  New  York,  NY  10003  or 
Boston  Committee  to  Defend 
Margaret  Randall,  P.O.  Box 
2227,  Cambridge,  MA  02238. 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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Editorial 


Queries  for  Queers 


Drafts  of  this  week’s  centerspread  on  a  gay  conservative 
group  —  Concerned  Americans  for  Individual  Rights  (C.A.I.R.) 
—  prompted  a  passionate  discussion  among  GCN’s  staff  about 
what  GCN  is  or  should  be,  and  where  our  movement  is  headed. 

GCN's  anti-racism  plan,  our  masthead,  and  job  adver¬ 
tisements  state  a  clear  political  purpose  —  to  work  toward  gay  and 
lesbian  liberation,  with  a  commitment  to  anti-racism,  anti- 
classism,  and  feminism.  Yet,  while  the  staff  collective  and 
membership  of  the  paper  agree  on  broad  issues  of  focus,  in¬ 
dividuals’  priorities  differ  greatly;  such  differences  reflect  our 
gender,  color,  and  class  backgrounds,  as  well  as  our  political 
perspectives.  We  have  reached  no  clear  consensus  on  how  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  issue  of  class  in  our  pages,  or  on  what  political  strategies 
lead  to  gay/lesbian  liberation,  although  our  stated  policies  define 
such  liberation  as  integrally  connected  to  other  struggles. 

Our  varying  perspectives  play  a  role  in  weekly  decision¬ 
making  at  the  paper.  We  do  not  always  agree  on  whether  a  par¬ 
ticular  letter  to  GCN  or  “Speaking  Out”  submission  constitutes  a 
personal  attack,  the  only  criterion  —  besides  length  —  by  which  it 
could  currently  be  excluded.  And  despite  this  policy,  some  staff 
members  feel  uncomfortable  printing  all  other  letters  unedited, 
especially  those  some  of  us  believe  are  bigoted. 

Articles  raise  somewhat  different  questions,  since  we  do  ex¬ 
pect  to  evaluate  and  edit  their  content.  Staff  editors  could  never 
print  every  submission  they  receive,  and  their  jobs  involve  not  only 
editing  for  grammar  and  clarity,  but  making  choices  about  the 
type  and  direction  of  articles.  And  while  our  hands-off  policy  for 
the  “Community  Voices”  pages  is  clearly  stated,  readers  may  in¬ 
correctly  assume  that  all  GCA' staff  members  concur  with  the  con¬ 
tent  or  appropriateness  of  particular  articles  in  other  sections  of 
the  paper. 

Specific  issues  raised  by  the  evolution  of  the  C.A.I.R.  piece 
include: 

•  Whether  GCN  should  be  a  “forum”  —  either  a  “forum”  for  all 


lesbians  and  gay  men  regardless  of  their  political  perspective  or  a 
“forum”  specifically  for  progressive  and  radical  community 
members,  many  of  whom  have  supported  GCN  because  of  its 
feminist,  anti-racist  politics; 

•  Whether  GCN  should  be  an  advocate,  either  for  a  radical  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  movement  for  liberation  or  for  a  more  moderate 
agenda  of  “civil  rights”; 

•  Whether  GCA' can  be  both  a  “forum”  and  an  advocate; 

•  What  the  role  is  for  conservative  gay  men  and  lesbians  at  GCN; 

•  Whether  allowing  conservative  views  an  uncritical  place  in  the 
paper  would  jeopardize  both  our  liberation  movement  and  the 
people  most  marginalized  within  that  movement,  in  particular, 
working-class  lesbians  and  gay  men,  lesbians  and  gay  men  of  col¬ 
or,  and  women; 

•  How  best  to  present  views  of  which  many  of  us  are  critical:  e.g. , 
to  lay  out  the  views  without  commentary,  for  readers  to  judge;  to 
present  opposing  views  on  a  controversial  subject;  etc.; 

•  Whether  we  cut  off  discussion  and  debate  in  our  pages  if  we  re¬ 
ject  articles  that  articulate  positions  many  of  us  consider  offensive 
or  dangerous. 

Directly  related  to  all  of  these  issues  are  broader  questions  Art 
Cohen  broaches  in  his  article:  Is  it  useful  or  even  possible  for  a 
single  gay /lesbian  movement  to  exist,  unifying  us  solely  through 
our  “sexual  preference”?  Should  radical  and  conservative  queers 
form  coalitions  with  one  another?  Is  it  possible  to  build  coalitions 
that  are  enriched  by  our  varied  backgrounds  and  politics  —  even 
when  these  sometimes  include  contradictory  agendas,  or  mutually 
exclusive  goals?  These  questions  are  crucial  to  the  political  direc¬ 
tion  of  GCN  and  to  our  movement  as  a  whole,  and  are  not  likely  to 
be  resolved  quickly,  easily,  or  quietly.  We  encourage  reader 
response,  either  in  letters  or  “Speaking  Outs.” 

GCN  editorials  reflect  the  views  of  the  paid,  full-time  staff 
collective. 


Community  Voices - 

stupidity  scars 


GCN  Job  Openings 


Typesetter/Writer  (available 
March):  Typeset  articles  and  other 
copy  for  weekly  paper.  Write  news 
and/or  features.  Qualifications: 
Typesetting  experience,  pref.  on 
Compugraphic  Editwriter,  and 
strong  writing  skills.  Good 
knowledge  of  spelling,  grammar, 
and  punctuation. 

Coordinating  Editor  (available 
April-May):  Coordinate  the  paper’s 
overall  administrative/financial 
affairs  and  fundraising  activities. 
Prepare  editorial/letters  pages. 
Serve  as  liaison  with  board,  and, 
as  necessary,  serve  as  paper’s 
spokesperson.  Qualifications: 
Strong  administrative,  organiza¬ 
tional,  and  interpersonal  skills. 
Familiarity  with  GCN  helpful. 


All  GCN  positions  require  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation, 
feminism,  anti-racist/anti-classist 
politics,  and  the  collective 
decision-making  process. 
Salary/Benefits:  Both  full-time 
positions  pay  $160/wk  +  fully  paid 
health/life  insurance,  sick  leave, 
and  four  weeks’  paid  vacation. 
GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs 
and  participation  in  all  major 
decisions,  with  some  flexibility 
and  ample  room  for  innovation. 
To  apply,  please  send  resume 
ASAP  to:  Search  Committee,  GCN , 
167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 

Gay  men/lesbians  of  color 
particularly  encouraged  to  apply 


keeping  the  heat 
on  the 

corporations 

Dear  GCN: 

The  cynicism  displayed  in  Peter  Reed’s  letter 
regarding  the  Coors’  beer  boycott  (1/11/86)  is 
equalled  only  by  the  apparent  shallowness  of  his 
political  analysis;  both  are  disturbing.  There  is  no 
point  in  outlining  here  how  Coors’  practices 
threaten  the  civil  rights  of  all  its  current  and  pro¬ 
spective  employees,  or  the  ways  that  the  corpora¬ 
tion  seeks  to  extend  its  repressive  influence  over 
those  of  us  who  are  not  directly  affiliated  with  it. 
This  information  has  been  made  readily  available 
through  GCN.  What  is  important  is  that  we  not 
adopt  Peter  Reed’s  defeatist  outlook,  which  is 
based  on  the  admittedly  accurate  perception  of 
the  magnitude  of  private  corporations’  social  ir¬ 
responsibility.  Such  an  attitude  insidiously  under¬ 
mines  worthwhile  efforts  to  overcome  this  ir¬ 
responsibility  and  callously  ignores  the  efforts  of 
those  who  have  organized  successful  boycotts 
(witness  the  recently  ended  Nestle  boycott  or, 
more  dramatic  and  less  clearly  anti-“corporate,” 
the  boycott  by  Blacks  of  the  Montgomery, 
Alabama  bus  system  in  the  1950s). 

None  of  the  Coors  boycott  organizers,  surely, 
is  so  naive  as  to  think  that  change  in  the  practices 
of  one  corporation  will  miraculously  bring  about 
change  in  the  practices  of  other  offensive  com¬ 
panies,  all  of  which  are  linked  by  their  operation 
in  a  profit-oriented  capitalist  system.  (Nor  should 
we  be  so  naive  as  to  think  that  socially  irresponsi¬ 
ble  practices  are  necessarily  carried  out  only 
within  capitalism;  but  capitalism  is  the  system  in 
which  corporate  abuse  takes  place  in  this  country 


and  throughout  a  vast  portion  of  the  earth.) 
Work  for  social  change,  however,  must  and  does 
take  place  on  many  different  front.  Right-wing 
critics  often  attempt  to  discredit  specifically 
focussed  progressive  movements  (such  as  that  for 
economic  withdrawal  from  South  Africa)  by 
pointing  out  the  existence  of  other  reprehensive 
situations  which  might  be  addressed. 

The  widespread  nature  of  political  and  social 
repression  does  not,  however,  invalidate 
strategically  targeted  progressive  activism  and,  at 
any  rate,  critics  can  be  certain  that,  no  matter 
what  particular  movement  they  may  be  most 
aware  of  at  a  given  time,  there  are  always  activists 
working  for  the  elimination  of  repression 
wherever  it  occurs.  Similarly,  Peter  Reed  can  rest 
assured  that,  just  as  there  are  those  working  for 
the  change  of  Coors’  practices,  there  are  those, 
too,  who  work  for  the  elimination  of  the  anti- 
environmental  practices  of  oil  companies  (many 
of  whom  choose  not  to  drive  cars)  and,  further, 
for  the  transofrmation  of  the  economic  system  in 
which  these  offensive  corporations  thrive. 

Reed  asks  whether  the  gay  community  doesn’t 
have  “more  important  items  on  its  agenda”;  if  he 
cannot  see  the  link  between  consumer  support  for 
such  a  profoundly  offensive  corporation  as  Coors 
and  the  continued  systematic  oppressive  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gays,  straight  women,  people  of  color, 
and  a  host  of  others,  then  there  are  at  least  two 
agenda  items  about  which  we  must  be  even  more 
diligent:  The  education  of  people  about  the  inter¬ 
connectedness  of  various  oppressions  and  ex¬ 
ploitative  practices;  and  the  loud  assertion  that 
attitudes  like  Reed’s,  similtaneously  naive  and 
cynical,  have  no  place  within  the  movement. 
Thomas  E.  Freedman 
Madison,  WI 
Phillip  Brian  Harper 
Ithaca,  NY 


Dear  GCN, 

I.  have  seen  many  articles  about  gay  prisoners 
being  harassed,  locked  down,  transferred,  etc. 

I  myself  have  been  through  the  same.  I‘ve  been 
harassed  so  much  that  I  attempted  to  take  my  life. 
I  now  bear  the  scars  that  once  held  85  stitches.  But 
I  learned  something  from  that.  I  now  call  them 
stupidity  scars.  Every  time  I  look  at  them  it 
reminds  me  of  how  stupid  I  was. 

We  know  that  gays  are  mostly  rejected  in 
prison  and  in  the  free  world.  They  think  we  dirty 
up  their  (clean,  sweet  strait)  world.  (They  know 
better!)  So  they  look  for  ways  to  push  us  over  the 
edge  of  sanity.  They  get  a  nut  [get  off]  when  they 
see  one  of  us  going  off  [the  deep  end]. 

In  here  when  prison  guards  or  inmates  harass 
you,  call  you  names,  etc,  they  want  you  to  go  off 
or  do  something  stupid  that  would  give  them  an 
“excuse”  to  put  you  down  somehow.  With  us 
gays  out  of  the  main  population,  they  self- 
righteously  feel  they’ve  cleaned  up  the  track. 

Don’t  play  their  game.  Play  your  own  games, 
with  your  rules  (when  you  can).  It  fucks  them  up 
when  they  see  that  their  attempts  to  provoke  you 
have  failed.  When  someone  calls  me  a  faggot, 
queer,  etc,  I  say,  “Thank  you.  It’s  nice  to  be 
recognized.” 

It  may  not  stop  the  harassment  completely  but 
it  will  slow  it  down.  When  someone  knows  they 
hit  a  nerve  by  calling  you  names,  they  know  they 
have  a  weapon  to  work  with.  Don’t  give  them 
weapons  to  beat  you  with.  Think  about  it. 
Sincerely, 

Cory  Sharp 
Box  430,  118720 
Dillwyn,  VA  23936 


Defense  Committee 
Update 

The  next  coordinating  committee 
meeting  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense 
Committee  will  be  Tuesday,  February  25 
at  37  Pleasant  St.  in  Cambridge.  New 
members  should  arrive  at  7  p.m.  for  an 
orientation;  the  meeting  starts  at  7:30 
p.m.  Call  Laurie  during  the  day  at 
426-4469  for  details....  Mark  your  calen¬ 
dars:  A  GLDC  benefit  with  Tom  Wilson- 
Weinberg  and  Romanovsky  &  Phillips  on 
Saturday,  March  1,  8  p.m.  at  the  Arl¬ 
ington  Street  Church.  Tickets  are  $4.... 
GLDC  is  still  fundraising  to  meet  its  legal 
and  operations  expenses.  Contributions 
made  out  to  GLDC  can  be  sent  to  P.O. 
Box  225,  West  Somerville,  MA  02144. 
Thanks  to  everyone  who  has  already  con-  „ 
tributed....  For  more  information  about 
all  GLDC  activities,  call  their  hotline  at 
628-6007. 


GayCommunityNews 

Cover  photo  by  Andrea  Herman 

Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  col¬ 
lective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of 
events  and  news  in  the  interest  of  gay  and 
lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of 
a  paid  staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership 
of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of  directors 
elected  by  the  membership.  The  paper  is  pub¬ 
lished  weekly  (except  a  week  in  December 
and  a  week  in  August)  by  the  Bromfield 
Street  Education  Foundation,  Inc.,  a  non¬ 
profit  corporation. 

Opinions  reflected  in  “editorials”  represent 
the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed 
letters  and  columns  represent  the  views  and 
opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage 
all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism, 
and  information,  and  to  volunteer  and 
become  members. 
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Community 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  45,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


once  again,  male 
equals  universal 

Dear  GCN: 

I  grew  accustomed  to  the  mainstream  media’s 
uncritical  reviews  of  Shoah,  but  I  was  angered 
and  saddened  that  the  GCN  review  (February  1 , 
1986)  fialed  to  comment  upon  the  movie’s  unpar¬ 
donable  flaw:  In  its  entire  9 'A  hours,  there  is  not 
one  significantly  featured  woman  survivor.  This 
movie,  which  will  be  considered  a  classic 
Holocaust  documentary,  allows  viewers  to 
believe  that  there  were  no  women  survivors  with 
stories  worth  telling  (or  no  women  survivors  at 
all),  that  there  were  no  women  who  resisted  inside 
the  death  camps,  and  that  there  is  no  unique  con¬ 
tribution  that  a  woman  survivor  could  make  to 
our  understanding  of  life  and  death  in  the  camps. 
Once  again,  universal  experience  has  been  per¬ 
sonified  as  male. 

It  is  true  that  more  men  survived  because  they 
were  put  on  work  details  that  women  were  con¬ 
sidered  unable  to  perform.  But  women  did  sur¬ 
vive  the  death  camps.  And  women  were  a  vital 
part  of  the  Resistance,  including  an  action  which 
blew  up  one  of  the  Auschwitz  ovens.  You 
wouldn’t  know  any  of  this  from  the  movie. 

Lanzmann’s  decision  to  focus  entirely  upon 
men  reflects  the  very  patriarchal  values  which 
GCN  strives  to  destroy.  The  failure  of  the  media 
to  comment  upon  this  glaring  fact  further  reflects 
how  little  impact  feminism  has  had  on  popular 
consciousness.  Shoah  is  a  valuable  movie.  But  its 
implicit  annihilation  of  the  Jewish  women  who 
lived  and  died  in  the  camps  is  completely  inex¬ 
cusable. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy  Polikoff 
Washington,  DC 


Voices 


Interim  Art  Coordinator 

GCN  seeks  a  temporary  Art  Coor¬ 
dinator  through  early  April,  begin¬ 
ning  immediately.  The  coordinator  is 
responsible  for  designing  —  or 
assigning  to  volunteer  artists  — 
each  week’s  front  cover,  center- 
spread  feature,  and  advertisements, 
as  well  as  overseeing  weekly  pro¬ 
duction. 

Qualifications:  Strong  design  sen¬ 
sibility  and  experience  in  graphic  art 
and  layout;  familiarity  with  GCN,  the 
collective’s  politics  and/or  process 
helpful. 

Salary:  $1 60/week.  The  position  af¬ 
fords  some  independence  and  in¬ 
volvement  in  a  friendly  and  pro¬ 
vocative  work  environment. 

To  apply  please  call  Laurie  or 
Gordon  immediately  at  (617) 
426-4469. 


legitimizing 

oppression 

Dear  GCN: 

Your  policy  of  not  printing  personal  attacks  is  a 
good  one  —  so  we  wonder  why  you  felt  it  ap¬ 
propriate  to  print  an  attack  on  an  entire  group  of 
people  by  running  Emma  Whitby’s  letter  of 
February  8.  Too  often,  anti-Semitism,  like 
homophobia,  is  considered  to  be  an  issue  about 
which  reasonable  people  can  disagree.  Such 
“liberal”  debate  gives  oppression  an  arena  in 
which  it  is  accorded  the  same  legitimacy  as  anti¬ 
oppression.  Whitby’s  letter  is  the  most  horrifying 
display  of  unmasked  anti-Semitism  we  have  ever 
seen  in  a  lesbian/gay  or  progressive  context.  She 
plainly  declares  that  a  Jew  is  a  shameful  thing  to 
be:  “How  can  a  woman  be  a  Jew?  In  fact,  how 
can  a  caring,  principled  human  male  be  a  Jew...” 
We  find  it  hard  to  imagine  comparable  statements 
being  printed  in  a  progressive  paper  about  Blacks, 
Hispanics,  or  other  minority  groups. 

The  issue  here  is  not  censorship,  but  rather 
your  judgment  and  sensitivity  in  choosing  from 
your  incoming  mail  that  which  is  worthy  of 
publication.  If,  as  you  state,  your  plan  was  to 
print  an  accompanying  editorial  on  anti- 
Semitism,  it  would  have  been  more  appropriate  to 
hold  the  letter  until  that  time  instead  of  printing  it 
in  advance  as  a  teaser.  We  are  all  too  aware  that 
anti-Semitism  exists  and  do  not  need  to  sample  it 
in  the  pages  of  GCN.  We  ask  you  to  extend  your 
policy  of  not  printing  personal  attacks  by  not  pro¬ 
viding  an  outlet  for  the  obscene  rantings  of 
bigots. 

Michael  Broder 
Rebecca  Lillian 
Northampton,  MA 


AIDS  Action  Committee  —  661  Boylston 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116,  536-7733. 
Education  and  support  group  for  people 
with  AIDS,  their  families,  lovers,  friends, 
and  health  care  providers.  Provides 
speakers,  conducts  forums,  rap  groups, 
hospice-trained  volunteers,  hotline  infor¬ 
mation  and  referrals.  Associated  with 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center. 

AIDS  Action  Line  —  536-7733  or  Massa¬ 
chusetts  toll-free  AIDS  hotline, 
1-800-235-2331. 

AIDS  Action  Committee  service,  infor¬ 
mation,  referrals  and  befriending  about 
AIDS. 

AIDS  Hotline  —  Community  Infectious 
Disease  Epidemiology  Program,  City  of 
Boston,  424-5916. 

Staff  of  public  health  nurses  answer  ques¬ 
tions  about  AIDS,  make  referrals.  Col¬ 
lects  city-wide  data  from  hospitals  on 
AIDS  cases,  forwards  data  to  Centers  for 
Disease  Control.  Officially  determines 
number  of  cases  probable  and  under  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  —  16 

Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115, 
267-7573. 

A  gay-sensitive  health  care  facility. 
Hotline  information,  medical  work-ups, 
diagnosis,  referrals,  counseling.  Par¬ 
ticipates  in  research  efforts. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  — 

600  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02111,  542-5188. 

Provides  individual  and  group  therapy. 
Groups  available  for  friends  and  lovers  of 
people  with  AIDS.  (Services  provided 


without  regard  for  individual’s  ability 
pay.)  Counseling  and  HTLV-III  blood 
screening  services  for  individuals  con¬ 
cerned  with  exposure  to  the  virus 
associated  with  AIDS.  Co-sponsored  with 
Department  of  Public  Health.  (522-4090) 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  —  426-9371, 
Monday-Friday,  6:00  p.m. -10:00  p.m. 
Provides  information  on  AIDS,  makes  re¬ 
ferrals.  Associated  with  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services. 

Haitian  Committee  on  AIDS  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  —  177  Harvard  Street,  Dor¬ 
chester,  MA  02124,  436-2848. 

Provides  information,  referrals,  support 
and  emergency  assistance  to  Haitians  with 
AIDS  and  their  families. 

Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  —  709A 
Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201, 
725-3307. 

Coordinates  efforts  of  federal,  state,  and 
city  health  agencies,  produces  educational 
material,  collects  data  on  cases,  reviews 
policy.  Umbrella  organization.  Media 
outlet.  Conducts  forums  and  provides 
speakers,  distributes  AIDS  brochures,  re¬ 
ferrals. 

National  Gay  Task  Force  Hotline  — 

1-800-221-7044. 

Toll-free  national  hotline  run  by  NGTF  to 
provide  information  and  referrals. 

Springfield  Downtown  Ministry/Council 
of  Churches  —  293  Bridge  Street,  4205, 
Springfield,  MA  01103-1402,  737-4125. 
Counseling  and  referrals. 


whom  does  gen 
serve? 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  out  of  extreme  dismay  and  anger 
at  an  editorial  policy  that  allows  the  pages  of 
GCN  to  be  used  as  a  forum  for  the  kind  of  Jew- 
hating  contained  in  Emma  Whitby’s  letter  (GCN, 
2/8/86). 

The  staff  note  indicating  GCNs  policy  of  prin¬ 
ting  anything  not  aimed  at  a  specific  person  or 
persons  suggests  at  least  some  awareness  on  the 
part  of  the  staff  that  the  letter  was  inappropriate. 
The  forthcoming  editorial  promised  in  the  note  is 
not  a  sufficient  response.  Future  apologia  do  not 
eradicate  responsibility  for  what  is  printed  in  your 
pages. 

I  wonder  whether  a  similarly  hate  filled  letter 
about  Blacks  or  Asians  or  some  other  racial  group 
would  have  been  printed?  Or  would  GCN’ s  Anti- 
Racism  Committee  carry  out  the  duty  implied  by 
its  name  and  act  against  the  printing  of  it?  To  call 
the  hatred  expressed  in  that  letter  “anti-Jewish 
sentiment”  is  to  suggest  that  it  is  okay  to  hate 
Jews.  To  suggest  that  such  hatred  is  mere  “senti¬ 
ment”  is  to  say  that  burning  crosses  and  burning 
bodies  are  not  real,  that  they  don’t  count. 

A  policy  that  prints  hate-filled  diatribes  as  long 
as  no  specific  names  are  mentioned  may  protect 
against  lawsuits,  but  does  not  serve  our  communi¬ 
ty,  and  is  ignorant  of  the  truths  expressed 
elsewhere  in  GCN.  These  truths  are  that  the 
nature  of  ‘isms  and  phobias  are  that  they  do  not 
distinguish  between  individuals  and  the  groups  to 
which  they  belong.  These  truths  recognize  that 
hatred  against  one  is  hatred  against  all,  and  that 
hatred  against  the  groups  extends  to  the  in¬ 
dividual  whether  they  choose  to  recognize  it  or 
not.  Denying  that  such  hatred  exists  will  not  make 
it  go  away,  but  printing  it  unchallenged  only  en¬ 
courages  its  growth! 

I  find  it  sickly  ironic  that  the  letter  immediately 
following  GCN’s  statement  of  policy  contained 
severe  personal  slurs  against  Andrea  Dworkin. 
Where  was  GCN’s  policy  then?  Is  it  any  surprise 
that  Andrea  is  Jewish?  Or  is  it  just  another  exam¬ 
ple  of  GCN’s  unacknowledged  anti-Semitism? 

In  general,  I  have  a  great  deal  of  respect  for 
GCN’s  collective  process.  I  have  to  question  that 
process  when  letters  such  as  the  two  mentioned 
are  printed.  I  have  to  question  what  the  presence 
of  an  Anti-Racism  Committee  noted  in  the 
masthead  really  means  to  a  paper  that  allows 
itself  to  be  used  as  a  forum  for  hatred.  I  have  to 
question  a  policy  that  allows  letters  to  be  printed 
that  do  contain  attacks  against  individuals,  on  a 
selective  basis. 

The  editorial  owed  the  readers  of  GCN  is  not 
one  on  “anti-Jewish  sentiment.”  The  editorial 
that  we  deserve  is  a  clarification  of  GCN' s 
policies,  the  role  of  the  Anti-Racism  Committee, 
and  a  definition  of  who  it  is  that  GCN  wants  to 
serve  —  its  readers  or  their  destroyers. 

Sincerely, 

Sara  Karon 
Medford,  MA 


how  about  ‘lesbian 
man’? 

Dear  GCN: 

1  am  hugely  offended  by  James  F.  Gibbons’  let¬ 
ter  (2-8-86)  in  which  he  proposes  that  I  change  my 
name  from  lesbian  to  gay  woman.  To  support  his 
assertion,  he  includes  several  paragraphs  of  poor¬ 
ly  digested  Kinsey  and  misunderstood  lexicography. 

To  counter,  I  am  not  dehumanized  by  naming 
myself  lesbian.  In  fact,  my  life  improved 
dramatically  from  the  day  I  began  naming 
myself.  As  lesbian,  I  have  a  long  tradition,  1  have 
a  historical  context  going  back  to  Mytelini. 

Yah-yah  about  the  term  lesbian  has  been  a  con¬ 
siderable  source  of  argument  here,  too.  Curiously 
enough,  it  is  gay  men  who  insist  that  lesbians 
change  our  names.  I  conclude  that,  for  some,  les¬ 
bian  is  a  threat. 

Gibbons  has  managed  to  twist  logic  into  a  cork¬ 
screw  to  define  lesbian  as  a  sexist  term.  If  that 
were  true,  then  woman  would  likewise  be  a  sexist 
term  as  it  implies  a  difference  from  men;  child 
would  be  an  agist  term,  different  from  adult; 
Black  a  racist  term,  different  from  white. 

It  is  perfectly  fine,  from  my  perspective,  if 
someone  recognizes  that  there  is  a  difference  be¬ 
tween  me  and  a  gay  man.  1  have  problems  with 
those  who  refuse  to  recognize  the  obvious. 

Perhaps  Mr.  Gibbons  would  be  happy  to 
change  his  name  to  lesbian  man,  if  a  symmetry  is 
what  he  needs. 

Wizard  Marks 
Minneapolis,  MN 

an  almost 
completely  gay 
resort 

Dear  GCN: 

In  response  to  Name  Withheld  Upon  Request, 
Minneapolis,  MN  [GCA,  Vol.  13,  No.  30]:  we’d 
like  to  clarify  the  make-up  of  our  clientele.  It  is 
true  that  two  foliage  seasons  ago,  our  guests  were 
mostly  straight.  People  from  all  over  the  world 
come  to  the  White  Mountains  for  foliage  season. 
Straight  people  called  us  before  gay  people  then. 

The  situation  at  the  Highlands  Inn  is  very  dif¬ 
ferent  now.  We  are  95%  gay  all  the  time,  and 
100%  women.  (We’ll  probably  always  have  some 
straight  people,  particularly  in  foliage  season.) 
The  point  is  if  we  hadn’t  taken  straight  people 
two  years  ago,  we  would  have  never  survived 
financially  to  become  what  we  are  now  —  an 
almost  completely-gay  resort.  Those  who  want  to 
vacation  only  with  other  gay  travellers  should  ask 
when  we  will  be  all-gay.  We’ll  be  up-front  with 
you.  And  for  Name  Withheld,  come  on  back  for  a 
visit.  You’ll  be  very  pleasantly  surprised. 

Judi  Hall  and  Grace  Newman 
Highlands  Inn 
Bethlehem,  NH 


Gay  Community  News  is 

now  in  its  thirteenth  year  of 
publication .  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 


you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don't  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 


My  name  is _ _ Address - - 

City _ State _ Zip - 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00  $ 
25  weeks  $17.50  $ 
25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mall  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 
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Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Concerned  About 

AIDS  and  HEALTH  INSURANCE? 

We  offer  Supplemental  Insurance: 

*  Income  Protection,  it  you  are  working 

•  Guaranteed  Hospital  Insurance, 
no  medical  exam  necessary 

ROGERS  &  DINIS  AGENCY 

404  Mass.  Ave.,  Arlington 

643*3040 


-\ 


Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Anxiety 


bo 


behavior 

associates 


Specializing  in  short-term, 
problem-focused  therapy. 


Boston 

45  Newbury  St. 
262  0166 
nr.  Ai linglon  T 


Powers 
5  Llm  St. 
774-0142 


(  uni  bridge 
51  Brattle  St. 


For  individuals  with  anxieties  over  AIDS-related  life-style 
changes,  other  fears,  or  problems  with  shyness  or  coming 
out,  we  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy  and  en¬ 
courage  them  to  evaluate  their  own  progress  toward  very 
specific  goals.  Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists, 
social  workers,  and  psychiatrists.  For  information  call 
262-9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted 


STANHOPE 

-FRAMERS- 


Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  &  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Corner  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 

Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  eleven  years 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 

Please  visit  both  our  locations 


411  Marlborough  Street 
At  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02115 
262-0787 


269  Somerville  Avenue 
In  Union  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02143 

by  appointment  only 
666-2000 


MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


HARDWARE 
HEADQUARTERS  [ 


I  Squ;itv 


Subway  extensions  come  and  go 
But  Dtckson  Bros  in  Harvard  Sq  has  always  been  there,  serving 
all  your  hardware  and  houseware  needs 

Now  that  all  roads  lead  to  Dickson,  stop  in  and  see  what 
quality  and  service  is  all  about 

a  Dickson  Bros.  Co.  rn 

26  Bialtle  St  •  Cambridge  MA  •  876  6760 
3E  a  HARDWARE  STORE  AND  MORE  <&S> 


Wertmuller  as  Joan  Rivers: 
One  of  the  Boys 


Sotto...Sotto.  Directed  by  Lina 
Wertmuller.  Written  by  Wert¬ 
muller  and  Enrico  Oldoini.  In 
Italian,  with  subtitles.  At  the  Or¬ 
son  Welles  in  Cambridge. 

By  Monica  Hileman 
The  Boston  Globe  review  said 
Sotto...Sotto  was  a  gentle  sex 
farce  with  a  lesbian  theme,  “some¬ 
thing  of  a  departure  for  Lina  Wert¬ 
muller.”  Hram,  I  thought,  maybe 
Lina’s  turned  over  a  new  leaf. 
Years  before,  when  people  were 
disgusted  with  her  Swept  Away,  I 
had  decided:  no  more  Wertmuller. 
The  last  film  by  her  that  I  went  to 
see  had  a  scene  that  sticks  in  my 
memory:  a  woman  had  to  choose 
between  letting  her  television  fall 
on  the  floor  or  being  raped.  She 
was  stuck  in  a  precarious  vertical 
position,  her  hands  out,  stretched 
above  her  head  holding  the  totter¬ 
ing  television,  so  the  man  took  ad¬ 
vantage  and  climbed  on  top.  That 
was  supposed  to  be  funny.  The 
scenario  for  Swept  Away  didn’t 
sound  too  comical,  either:  an 
upper-class  woman  is  shipwrecked 
along  with  a  working-class  guy, 


who  rapes  her  in  what  is  supposed 
to  be  an  act  of  class  rebellion. 

It’s  certainly  disappointing 
when  one  of  the  very  few  interna¬ 
tionally  recognized  female  direc¬ 
tors  turns  out  to  be  something  of  a 
misogynist,  especially  when  she 


There  are  parts  of  Sotto...Sotto 
that  I  loved,  especially  the  scenes 
in  the  enchanting  sculpture 
garden:  a  lush,  misty  place  where 
lesbians  rendezvous.  Ester  and 
Adele  take  a  stroll  there  one  day 
and  realize  that  the  couple  kissing 


It’s  disappointing  when  one  of  the 
few  internationally  recognized 
female  directors  turns  out  to  be 
something  of  a  misogynist . 


deals  with  themes  of  class  and  sex¬ 
ual  politics.  So  I  was  hoping  that  it 
was  true  —  that  Sotto...Sotto  was 
different. 


Falling  Out  Of  Love 


means  mourning  the  past.  .  wondering  where  you 
failed.  .  letting  go  of  old  dreams.  .  .rebuilding  a 
shattered  life. 

Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


y  tr'’ 


,Fenway\ 
Community 
Health 
^Center  


Gay  Men's  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M.D.,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable. 

He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  colds/flu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 


Women's  Health 

Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P.  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  gay,  lesbian  and  women's 
health  care  Peggv  Roberts,  M.D  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women's 
and  primary  health  care  services. 

You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now  Available. 


16  HAVILAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 


Located  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

We  accept  V1SA/MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  carriers. 


Give  yourself  the  gift  of  health. 


I  r<  c  mm.il  i  < msuli.ti ions 
Noil- lorcc  techniques 


•  Nutritional  counseling 

•  Kxen  ise  programs 


Ghiropra 


669  Somerville  Avenue,  Somerville,  M A  02143 

Near  the  Porter  Square  T  \tatwn 

(617)628-9547 

insurant  e  accepted  MC’  &  Y'ISA  welcome 


in  the  distance  are  not  a  man  and  a 
woman.  The  two  friends  stand 
transfixed,  staring  at  the  two 
women  in  awe.  AndJionging.  Later 
that  night,  as  her  husband  Oscar 
sings  a  love  song,  Ester  gazes 
across  at  Adele  with  eyes  glazed 
with  desire. 

Ester  is  a  voluptuous  blonde: 
beautiful,  but  her  head  is  all  full  of 
the  movies  she  watches  on  TV.  We 
don’t  know  much  more  about  her. 
We  know  even  less  about  the  lovely 
Adele.  The  person  we  do  know 
about  is  Oscar.  The  film  follows 
him  around  as  he’s  fishing,  talking 
to  a  seductive,  mysterious  mute 
woman  about  the  joys  of  wood¬ 
working,  working  in  the  furniture 
shop,  clowning  around  with  the 
guys  (he  breaks  into  a  tap-dance  in 
one  scene),  and  worrying  about 
Ester’s  lack  of  attentiveness.  He 
even  shaves  off  his  beard  to  spark 
a  little  interest.  Ester  doesn’t 
notice  but  ends  up  making  pas¬ 
sionate  love  with  him  on  the  roof 
after  being  aroused  by  the  sight  of 
Adele  in  the  arms  of  a  lover. 

Naturally,  Oscar  is  upset  when, 
after  this  feverish  roof-top  sex,  he 
takes  his  wife  back  to  bed  and  she 
tells  him  that  he  doesn’t  exist,  that 
actually  she  was  making  love  to 
someone  else.  Oscar  storms  out  of 
the  house  and  spends  the  rest  of 
the  night  getting  sloshed,  repeating 
over  and  over,  “all  women  are 
whores.” 

The  rest  of  the  film  is  Oscar’s 
maniacal  search  for  the  identity  of 
his  wife’s  fantasy  lover.  When  he 
finds  out  that  it’s  a  woman,  he’s 
upset  and  disgusted.  There’s  a  fun¬ 
ny  bit  when  Ester  sends  him  on  a 
detour  to  a  convent,  but  Oscar’s 
operatic  outrage  gets  tiresome  and 
the  comedy  goes  sour  when  he  gets 
violent.  When  he  comes  home, 
slaps  her  around,  and  tries  to  rape 
her,  Ester  runs  to  the  arms  of 
Adele.  The  big  joke  is  that 
although  Ester  has  only  committed 
adultery  in  her  imagination,  word 
has  gotten  around  that  Oscar  is  a 
cuckold  —  due  to  all  the  commo¬ 
tion  he’s  made.  He  chases  Ester  to 
Adele’s  house  and  forces  his  way 
in,  insulting  the  women.  When  he 
realizes  the  object  of  his  wife’s 
desire  has  been  under  his  nose  all 
along,  he  slaps  them  both  around 
and  tries  to  rape  Adele. 

Wertmuller  presents  Oscar  as  a 
jerk  —  but  a  likeable  jerk.  The 
Continued  on  page  10 
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insurance  Cftyency 

Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  for  all  types  of  insurance 


•  Same  Day  Plate  Service 

•  Low  Down  Payments 

•  Notary  Public 


Open  Mon.-Fri.:  9-7  PM 
Sat.  10-4  PM 


277-81 87  697  Washington  Street;  Brookline  fNear  Bee 


Northeast  Lesbian  &  Gay  Student  Union 
3RD  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
OF  LESBIAN  &  GAY  STUDENT  ACTIVISTS 
Brown  University,  Providence,  R.l. 


Presenting 


KATE  CLINTON 


Friday,  Feb.  28,  8  p.m. 

Sayles  Hall 
tickets  $6 

UNITY  ’86  DANCE 

Sat.,  March  1 
Sayles  Hall 
$1  Donation 

For  more  information  on  these  and  other 
conference  events  call  401-863-3062 


ULTIMATE  IDENTITY 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 


Dr.  Shirley  A.  Whiting,  Mcs. 

16  Old  Colony  Ave. 
Pembroke,  MA  02359 
(617)  293-2267 

Sliding  Scale  Fees 
Counseling  Covers: 
coming  out 
individual  therapy 
couples 
families 
groups 

job  stress  therapy 

First  South  Shore  Service 
Owned  and  Operated 
By  A  Lesbian,  For  Lesbians 
And  Gay  Men 


Wertmuller’s 
Noisy 

Subtlety 

By  Loie  Hayes 

Sotto...Sotto  bills  itself  as  a 
romantic  comedy.  I’d  call  it  a  farce 
of  heterosexual  fate  where  straight 
women  are  laughed  at  for  thinking 
a  lesbian  attraction  is  “an  impossi¬ 
ble  love”  and  straight  men  are 
laughed  at  for  being  Bumbling 
bully-boys. 

The  action  centers  in  Rome  with 
macho  Oscar  suddenly  confronted 
by  his  wife  Ester’s  falling  in  love 
with  her  friend  Adele.  You  might 
think  of  it  as  an  Italian  feminist 
version  of  Desperately  Seeking 
Susan:  the  guy’s  a  clod,  the  wife 
has  withdrawn  into  fantasy,  and 
her  obsession  with  another  woman 
is  her  ticket  to  a  new  sense  of  self- 
worth  and  independence. 

Of  course,  filmmaker  Lina 
Wertmuller  doesn’t  exclude  the 
women  from  her  broad-ranging 
parody,  though  it’s  their  fear  of 
lesbianism  she  mocks,  rather  than 
lesbianism  itself.  As  the  camera 
lingers  on  two  classically  pretty, 
long-haired  lesbians  laughing  and 
kissing,  Ester  and  Adele  are  shown 
staring  in  amazement.  Too  bad 
Oscar’s  noisy  angst  overshadows 
Wertmuller’s  subtle  ( sotto )  por¬ 
trait  of  Ester  and  Adele. 

Wertmuller  is  known  for  her 
controversial  films  mixing  class 
and  gender  conflict.  In 
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U-rJ  Ester,  Rosa,  and  Adele  react  to  the  sight  of  two  women  kissing  in  Lina  Wertmuller’s  Sotto. ..Sotto. 


Sotto... Sotto  Wertmuller  has  put 
aside  the  issue  of  class  in  favor  of  a 
simpler  focus  on  the  dynamics  of 
sexism.  As  with  her  other  films, 
it’s  difficult  to  understand  clearly 
where  Wertmuller  stands  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  her  characters.  On  the  one 
hand  she  seems  to  be  laughing  out 
loud  at  Oscar’s  homophobia  and 
brutality;  on  the  other,  she  shows 
great  sympathy  for  him.  In  the  end 

Continued  on  page  11 
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Depressed? 
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EXPERIENCE 
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Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 

Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 
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94  Green  Street  •  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  021 30 
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COPLEY 

COPYYYY 

OFFSET  PRINTING  & 
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COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


RENEWING  OR  REVIEWING? 

CALL  HERE 

Nancy  Greenwood  Smith 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 

*  Focusing  on  women’s  insurance  needs, 
both  personal  and  professional 

40  Hampshire  St.,  Lawrence,  MA  01840  (617)  683-7676 


Dear  Valiant/Dart  owner, 

Congratulations  on  owning  the 
best  Detroit  ever  built.  But  as  you 
know,  even  the  best  needs  care 
occasionally.  At  our  garage  we 
can  do  any  mechanical  or  body 
work  your  car  requires.  We  have 
most  of  the  parts  that  tend  to  need 
replacement  in  stock. 

We  also  repair  and  maintain 
other  makes  of  American  and 
foreign  cars. 

Come  in  (8am-6pm)  or  call  for 
advice  and  an  estimate. 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  St. 
267-0300 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 

~90  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
6I715.VI.S00 
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Gay  Con$ 

Personal  Freedom  —  in 


By  Art  Cohen 

“When  I  first  started  coming  out,  I  even  was  work¬ 
ing  at  Cay  Community  News.  I  read  some  of  the  things 
and  I  didn't  agree  with  them.  It  said  to  me,  'Do  I  really  fit 
in  here?  Am  I  really  gay?"' 

Bob  Ebersole  holds  three  elected  positions  in  the 
central  Massachusetts  town  of  Lunenberg:  town  clerk, 
treasurer,  and  tax  collector.  Ebersole  classifies  himself 
politically  as  “moderate  to  conservative”.  That  he  felt 
out  of  place  in  the  gay/lesbian  rights  struggle,  which  in 
its  early  days  was  led  mostly  by  people  who  thought  of 
themselves  as  radical,  is  understandable.  That's  why 
Ebersole  has  joined  with  other  conservative  gay  people 
to  form  Concerned  Americans  for  Individual  Rights 
(C.A.I.R.).  Ebersole  is  a  member  of  C.A.I.R.'s  national 
board  of  directors  and  is  also  the  chairperson  for  its 
New  England  chapter.  Founders  of  C.A.I.R.  include 
such  prominent  gay  and  lesbian  conservatives  as  former 
Maryland  Congressman  Robert  Bauman,  Virginia 
businesswoman  Bonnie  McGinley,  and  Leonard 
Matlovich,  the  former  Air  Force  sergeant  who  first 
challenged  the  military's  ban  on  homosexuality. 

The  organization  was  formed  in  advance  of  the 
1984  Republican  National  Convention  in  Dallas.  Its 
founders  felt  that  lesbians  and  gay  men  were  taking  a 
rather  strong  beating  at  the  hands  of  the  New  Right  and 
other  conservatives.  C.A.I.R.'s  president,  Bruce 
Decker,  told  a  Dallas  newspaper,  “The  organization 
was  formed  because  there's  been  a  tremendous  frustra¬ 
tion  out  there  among  moderate  to  conservative  gays 
who  have  had  to  sit  on  the  sidelines  and  watch  a  more 
liberal  element  being  presented  as  our 
representatives."  Both  Decker  and  Ebersole  recently 
talked  with  CCN  about  their  organization. 


Bruce  Decker  runs  a  California  public  affairs  and 
political  consulting  firm.  He  worked  in  Richard  Nixon's 
1972  campaign  and  in  the  White  House  advance  office 
under  Gerald  Ford.  He  claims  strong  ties  to  both  the 
Reagan  administration  and  that  of  California  Governor 
George  Deukmejian,  who  appointed  Decker  to  the  post 
of  chairman  of  the  California  AIDS  Advisory  Committee. 

C.A.I.R.  positions  itself  somewhere  between  the  ex¬ 
treme  conservatism  of  the  New  Right,  which  has  loudly 
rejected  gay  rights,  and  the  liberal  and  radical  elements 
of  the  gay  community,  which  C.A.I.R.  says  tie  gay  rights 
ta  big  government  or  socialism.  Decker  says  the 
Republican  Party's  philosophy  is  based  on  the  notions 
of  individual  rights  and  freedom  from  government  in¬ 
terference.  “We  need  to  provide  some  balance  and  be 
the  conscience  of  the  Republican  side  of  the  aisle," 
Decker  told  the  Washington  Post  in  May,  1984.  “We 
need  to  start  working  with  fellow  conservatives  [to 
show]  that  bigotry  is  a  basic  violation  of  the  conservative 
philosophy." 

C.A.I.R.  was  created  as  a  non-profit,  educational 
organization  for  the  purpose  of  changing  minds  rather 
than  endorsing  candidates  or  legislation.  Contributions 
to  C.A.I.R.  are  tax-deductible.  In  its  statement  of  pur¬ 
pose,  C.A.I.R.  endorses  the  "...traditional  values  on 
which  this  country  was  founded  including  patriotism, 
religious  faith,  personal  and  economic  freedom  and 
hard  work....  At  the  same  time,"  it  goes  on,  "we  want  to 
persuade  the  gay  community  of  where  its  interest  lies.... 


Only  under  a  limited  and  frugal  government,  a  market 
economy,  and  a  social  structure  based  on  free  and 
voluntary  association  can  we  as  gay  and  lesbian 
Americans  fully  be  ourselves...." 

But  board  member  Bob  Ebersole  acknowledges  a 
debt  to  the  more  liberal  and  radical  lesbians  and  gay 
men  who  have  gone  before.  "I  appreciate  what  the  gay 
community  has  done  over  the  past  years.  The  tradi¬ 
tional  liberals  have  put  their  jobs  on  the  line  and  have 
gotten  fired,  to  the  point  where  I,  as  a  somewhat  conser¬ 
vative  person,  can  come  out  with  a  certain  degree  of 
security....  We  are  getting  to  the  point  now  where  we 
can  have  the  support  to  do  what  we  are  doing  and  to  be 
open  about  it  also.  If  they  hadn't  done  what  they  did,  if 
they  hadn't  had  the  courage  and  compassion  to  take  the 
steps  that  were  taken,  none  of  us  would  be  where  we 
are  today." 

It  has  always  seemed  to  me  that  to  be  openly  gay  is 
to  be  radical  by  definition,  because  lesbian  and  gay 
liberation  challenges  so  many  of  the  fundamental 
teachings  and  values  of  our  culture.  But  there  is  a  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  social  radicalism  involved  in  com¬ 
ing  out  of  the  closet  and  the  political  and  economic 
radicalism  of  many  lesbian  and  gay  leaders.  It  is  this  dif¬ 
ference  that  C.A.I.R.  wants  to  highlight. 

"Our  organization  is  not  an  attempt  to  supplant  the 
traditional  liberal  organizations,"  says  Ebersole.  "It's  in 
addition  to.  It's  not  saying  you  [liberal  groups]  shouldn't 
exist  anymore,  because  within  the  gay  community  each 
organization  has  its  own  purpose.  There  are  a  certain 
number  of  people  out  there  that  do  not  have  this  outlet 
for  conservative  to  moderate  [gay/lesbian  organizing]." 

Decker  is  a  defender  of  Ronald  Reagan.  "'Ronald 


Reagan  was  going  to  get  us  into  war.'  That's  all  we  heard 
about.  'Ronald  Reagan  was  anti-gay.'  That's  all  we 
heard  about.  We're  certainly  not  at  war  and  I  could  only 
remind  people,  that  in  1978  he  actively  campaigned 
against  the  Briggs  initiative  in  California  which  would 
have  banned  homosexuals  from  teaching  in  the 
schools.  Ronald  Reagan  is  opposed  to  discrimination  at 
any  level.  You  will  notice,  that  even  though  the  New 
Right  talks  a  good  game,  they  have  not  been  successful: 
Ronald  Reagan  has  not  supported  them  on  any  of  their 
major  agenda  items." 

Liberals  and  radicals  would  argue  with  Decker 
about  many  of  his  observations  including  his  choice  not 
to  see  U.S.  involvement  in  Central  America  as  a  war  and 
his  interpretation  of  Reagan's  late  and  half-hearted  re¬ 
jection  of  the  Briggs  initiative  as  an  endorsement. 

Civil  rights  leaders  would  certainly  question 
Decker's  assertion  that  Reagan  is  "opposed  to 
discrimination  at  any  level."  Few  Blacks  hold  major 
positions  in  the  Reagan  White  House  and  the  ad¬ 
ministration  has  systematically  dismantled  affirmative 
action  programs  and  cut  spending  for  social  programs 
designed  to  help  Blacks  and  other  minorities  overcome 
economic  and  educational  disadvantages.  While  con¬ 
servatives  argue  these  programs  represent  too  much 
government  involvement,  Reagan  has  failed  to  provide 
alternative  solutions. 

Finally,  it's  fair  to  say  that  the  New  Right  agenda  is 
more  the  victim  of  Congress  than  of  President  Reagan, 
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who  continues  to  strongly  and  publicly  endorse  th 
New  Right's  call  for  school  prayer  and  aid  to  parochit 
schools;  their  opposition  to  abortion,  and  their  celebr- 
tion  of  the  traditional  family  as  the  only  legitimate  fair¬ 
ly- 

While  it  is  becoming  increasingly  hard  for  gay  pe  ■ 
pie  to  know  who  their  political  friends  really  are,  Ronal 
Reagan  generally  has  not  been  considered  amorf 
them.  As  president,  he  has  never  made  a  pro-gay  stat- 
ment,  or  supported  any  legislation  protecting  gay  ci'l 
rights,  or  issued  any  executive  orders  prohibitir; 
discrimination  against  gay  men  and  lesbians  working  fr 
the  Federal  government.  And  as  a  presidential  ca- 
didate  in  1983,  Reagan  made  some  decidedly  anti-gi' 
statements  to  conservative  religious  groups  at  the  Dali ; 
convention. 

But  even  if  Decker  were  correct  that  Ronald  Reag* 
is  not  anti-gay,  it  is  also  true  that  Reagan  has  not  exaclt 
been  pro-gay,  a  point  Decker  acknowledges  with 
question  of  his  own,  a  question  that  strikes  close  to  tl 
heart  of  his  philosophy:  "Should  the  federal  gover 
ment  be  involved  in  endorsing  homosexuality  as 
lifestyle?"  Decker  thinks  not,  and  believes  that  the  pr 
gressive  lesbian/gay  agenda  amounts  to  a  request  f 
such  an  endorsement. 

But  Decker  also  acknowledges  that  the  governme  t 
should  not  discriminate,  because  discrimination  co* 
stitutes  an  endorsement  of  homophobia:  "I  think  tht 
where  the  federal  government  is  discriminating  again 
gay  men  and  women  based  on  their  sexuality,  it  has  * 
be  stopped,  and  I  would  hope  that  we  would  be  give 
the  opportunity  of  making  that  presentation  to  the  Pre: 
dent  sometime  during  the  second  term.  We  are  cor 
mitted  to  doing  that.  I  think  that  an  executive  order  pr 
hibiting  discrimination  by  the  federal  government  bt 
ed  on  sexual  discrimination  is  clearly  in  order.  As  loij 
as  the  federal  government  is  discriminating  against  g, 
men  and  women,  then  everybody  else  is  going  to  thii 
it's  all  right." 

Decker's  proposition  —  that  all  he  need  do  is  get  tl 
President's  ear  and  inform  him  of  the  discriminate 
that  exists  and  the  President  will  respond  —  seer 
naive.  But  this  idealism  is  the  essence  of  Decker's  co 
servatism;  in  the  end,  according  to  this  theory,  all  tri 
conservatives  cannot  help  but  see  the  logic  of  It 
bian/gay  rights. 

“One  of  the  things  we  have  been  very  successf 
at,"  says  Decker,  "is  simply  sitting  down  [wi 
Republicans]  and  pointing  out  that  Republicanism  ar 
bigotry  just  don't  mix. 

“A  lot  of  moderate  to  conservative  leaders  thii 
they  don't  know  anyone  who  is  gay.  Fifty  to  60  perce 
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of  this  country  polled  will  say  they  don't  think  they 
know  anyone  who  is  gay.  One  of  the  things  we  learned 
during  the  Briggs  initiative  in  California,  [was  that]  one 
of  the  most  effective  campaign  tools  was  coming  out." 

The  New  Right  has  been  quite  vitriolic  in  its  con¬ 
demnation  of  gay  people,  and  many  religious  and 
political  organizations  have  used  anti-gay  rhetoric  to 
raise  large  amounts  of  money.  Attacks  on  lesbians  and 
gays  are  such  a  basic  part  of  their  strategy  that  it  seems 
unlikely  they  would  abandon  them  even  at  the  urging  of 
fellow  conservatives  who  are  also  gay.  Decker- 
acknowledges  this  and  says  that  these  people  are  not 
friends  of  his,  that  they  do  not  hold  up  the  banner  of 
true  conservatism. 

"The  one  thing  that  I  want  to  emphasize,"  Decker 
says,  "is  that  we  are  about  to  see  a  burgeoning  of  the 
New  Right  and  right-wing  attempts  to  manipulate  the 
AIDS  issue  .  .  .  What  we're  doing  is  calling  for  any  and 
all  organizations  around  the  country  to  send  us  news 
clippings  of  any  kind  of  attempt  by  the  New  Right  to  use 
AIDS  as  a  fundraising  tool  or  an  organizational  tool, 
because  this  kind  of  cynical  manipulation  of  the  AIDS 
tragedy  has  got  to  be  publicly  stopped.  It's  our  feeling 
that  we  are  uniquely  positioned  to  do  so,  and  to  take 
those  to  the  White  House  and  to  take  those  to  the 
governors'  mansions  and  to  say  to  our  more  conser¬ 
vative  friends,  'This  is  what  your  pals  are  putting  out  and 
you  have  got  to  stop  it.'  " 

Ebersole  and  Decker  are  trying  to  change  the  image 
of  the  gay  rights  movement,  which  they  argue  is 
perceived  as  radical  at  worst,  and  very  liberal  at  best. 
They  believe  these  perceptions  prevent  many 
Americans,  who  perceive  themselves  as  neither  radical 
nor  liberal,  from  comprehending  the  gay  rights  struggle. 
By  their  example,  Decker  and  Ebersole  hope  to  change 
the  perception  that  gay  rights  is  a  liberal  issue  by  defini¬ 
tion.  "We're  not  out  to  replace  liberalism,"  says  Eber¬ 
sole.  "We're  out  to  take  our  place  along  with  them 
because,  as  is  often  said  in  many  CCN  articles,  the  strug¬ 
gle  is  ours  all  together,  and  if  we  don't  work  together, 
we're  not  going  to  get  anywhere.  So  we  shouldn't  turn 
the  anger  inward.  We've  got  to  turn  it  outward." 

Turning  anger  inward  is,  of  course,  a  common  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  gay  community.  We  are  sometimes  bit¬ 
terly  divided  over  issues,  tactics  and  people.  Such  divi¬ 
sion  is  normal  in  a  group  as  large  and  diverse  as  ours, 
but  our  differences  —  between  radicals  and  liberals,  as 
well  as  between  moderates  and  conservatives  —  are 
nevertheless  real,  and  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  be¬ 
ing  gay  and  lesbian.  They  center  around  old-fashioned 
politics  and  ideology. 

Our  political  differences  become  more  evident  as  the 


movement  for  gay  rights  succeeds  and  openly  gay  men 
and  lesbians  increasingly  find  themselves  in  places  of 
power.  The  more  we  succeed,  the  more  our  many  dif¬ 
ferences  begin  to  surface. 

Nowhere  is  this  more  evident  than  in  electoral 
politics.  Currently  it  is  fair  to  say  that  most  openly  gay 
and  lesbian  elected  officials  are  moderate  to  liberal,  like 
Massachusetts  Congressman  Gerry  Studds  or  Boston 
City  Councillor  David  Scondras.  But  Scondras'  first 
campaign  bitterly  divided  Boston's  gay  and  lesbian 
community  because  of  his  strong  support  for  rent  con¬ 
trol,  housing  reform,  and  a  host  of  other  liberal  and 
even  radical  issues.  Scondras'  position  contrasted 
sharply  with  the  more  moderate  views  of  Dennis  Quilty, 
his  non-gay  opponent,  who  found  among  his  sup¬ 
porters  gay  and  lesbian  property  owners  opposed  to 
rent  control  and  others  offended  by  Scondras'  politics. 

Bob  Ebersole  is  one  of  the  few  openly  gay  and  conser¬ 
vative  elected  officials  in  the  country.  "Some  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  [I've  talked  to]  said  they  would  support  any  gay  can¬ 
didate  no  matter  what  they  [the  candidate]  believes", 
says  Ebersole.  "Then  I  come  on  the  scene  as  a  conser¬ 
vative  to  moderate  and  say,  'Would  you  support  me?' 
The  shoe  is  on  the  other  foot  now,  and  you  get  a  little 
silence  at  that  point."  He  might  have  cited  the  case  of 
Hugh  Russell,  an  openly  gay  candidate  for  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  City  Council  last  year.  Because  Russell  is  against 
rent  control,  he  was  opposed  by  gay  men  and  lesbians 
on  the  left. 

"I  see  the  importance  of  having  openly  gay  elected 


officials  because  it  provides  visibility  and  role  models," 
adds  Ebersole.  "But  what  happens  to  that  role  model 
when  David  goes  down  to  Nicaragua?  What  does  that 
do  to  the  far  right  view  of  gay  people?" 

Ebersole  and  Decker  want  to  separate  the  simple 
proposition  of  gay  rights  from  the  other  political  ques¬ 
tions,  a  separation  which  they  believe  comes  easily  and 
naturally.  This  contrasts  with  the  basic  assumptions  of 
progressive  politics  which  argue  that  the  oppression  of 
gay  men  and  lesbians  is  part  of  the  larger  context  of  op¬ 
pression  and  discrimination  throughout  the  world. 

"There  should  not  be  a  gay  agenda  which  says  that 
gay  people  are  for  rent  control,  gay  people  are  for 
nuclear  disarmament,  gay  people  are  for  abortion,"  in¬ 
sists  Ebersole. 

"The  gay  community  is  a  microcosm  of  the  com¬ 
munity  as  a  whole,"  adds  Decker.  "There  are  some 
people  who  are  not  going  to  support  a  candidate  who's 
gay  because  he's  gay.  I  certainly  am  not  going  to  hold  it 
against  property  owners  in  Boston  for  supporting  an  in¬ 
dividual  who  is  not  going  to  limit  their  right  to  own  pro¬ 
perty.  Rent  control  is  an  absolute  scam." 

While  progressive  gays  and  lesbians  draw  the  con¬ 
nections  between  economics  and  the  oppression  of  gay 
people,  Ebersole  and  Decker  argue  that  there  are  no 
connections.  Gay  men  and  lesbians  can  find  paths  to 
power  in  America  through  economic  success;  in  fact, 
says  Decker,  it's  the  only  way. 


"The  only  real  equality  that  gay  people  can  get  in 
this  country,  is  through  financial  and  fiscal  achieve¬ 
ment,"  he  argues.  "We're  not  going  to  succeed  in  the 
short  run  in  eliminating  discrimination  against  us  .  .  . 
Smart  minorities  have  always  used  discrimination 
against  them  to  their  own  benefit.  If  you  look  at  the  gay 
community,  we  probably  have  four  or  five  times  the  in¬ 
cidence  of  entrepreneurship  as  the  non-gay  communi¬ 
ty.  If  you  look  at  urban  renewal  in  this  nation,  I  believe 
you  will  find  that  the  gay  community  has  been  a  tremen¬ 
dously  positive  force.  So  why  should  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty  be  in  favor  of  rent  control  when  we  are  potentially 
some  of  the  larger  landlords  around  .  .  .  where  we're 
going  and  cleaning  up  otherwise  downtrodden  parts  of 
town?" 

Decker's  reference  to  "smart  minorities"  is  in¬ 
sulting  to  Black's  and  other  groups  denied  access  to 
political  and  economic  power  because  of  racism  or  sex¬ 
ism.  Decker  and  his  fellow  conservatives  believe  that 
everyone  has  an  equal  opportunity;  progressives 
believe  that  some  people  start  out  with  more  oppor¬ 
tunities  and  advantages  than  others.  Decker's  figures  on 
gay  entrepreneurs  are  impossible  to  verify,  but  even  if 
he  is  correct,  his  assertion  that  all  gays  and  lesbians  can 
rise  to  power  through  financial  achievement  ignores  the 
fundamental  inequality  of  opportunity  and  class.  When 
it  comes  to  managing  property,  sexual  preference  has 
nothing  to  do  with  anything;  and  cleaning  up 
downtrodden  neighborhoods  often  means  throwing 
out  the  poor  and  underprivileged.  In  some  cities  gay 


men  and  lesbians  have  been  reviled  for  displacing  other 
minorities. 

But  there  is  also  some  truth  to  what  Decker  has  to 
say;  the  truth  is  that  white  gay  men  like  Ebersole, 
Decker,  and,  yes,  myself,  have  sometimes  been  able  to 
overcome  the  prejudice  connected  with  homosexuality 
and  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  of  our  race,  sex 
and  class  —  as  openly  gay  people.  But  women,  poor  gay 
men  and  lesbians,  and  people  of  color  enjoy  fewer 
privileges;  for  them  homosexuality  only  adds  further  to 
their  burdens. 

Should  progressive  lesbians  and  gay  men  welcome 
the  gay  conservatives  into  coalitions?  Conservatives  on 
the  battlefield  will  change  the  nature  of  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  rights  movement;  that  is  their  goal  and  to  some  ex¬ 
tent  they  are  already  having  that  effect.  Ironically,  given 
the  modest  success  the  movement  has  had  in  changing 
the  climate  for  gay  people  in  this  country  over  the  last 
decade,  the  emergence  of  C.A.I.R.  was  probably  in¬ 
evitable. 

But  in  spite  of  the  differences,  enemies  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community  still,  on  occasion,  have  the  power 
to  unite  us.  In  Massachusetts  Governor  Michael 
Dukakis  has  proved  this  with  his  blatantly 
discriminatory  and  insulting  policy  which  effectively  ex¬ 
cludes  gay  men  and  lesbians  from  being  foster  parents. 
Fights  like  these  are  likely  to  keep  us  more  united  than 
apart. 


"If  you  look  at  urban  renewal  in  this  nation/  I  believe  you 
will  find  that  the  gay  community  has  been  a  tremendously 
positive  force.  So  why  should  the  gay  community  be  in 
favor  of  rent  control  when  we  are  potentially  some  of  the 
larger  landlords  around. ..where  we're  going  and  cleaning 
up  otherwise  downtrodden  parts  of  town  V' 
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One  of  the  Boys 


Continued from  page  6 
film  focuses  on  him  and  his  reac¬ 
tion  to  his  wife’s  admission  of 
mental  infidelity.  His  behavior  is 
presented,  not  so  much  for 
criticism,  but  because  it’s  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  funny.  It’s  not  social 
commentary,  and  it’s  not  par¬ 
ticularly  feminist.  Everyone  and 
anyone  can  be  the  butt  of  Wert- 
muller’s  jokes;  she’s  got  no 


allegiance  to  other  women,  and 
nothing  is  sacred.  Lina  Wertmuller 
is  the  Joan  Rivers  of  cinema  —  she 
can  make  you  laugh  one  minute 
and  make  you  feel  betrayed  the 
next.  And  like  Joan,  she  wants  to 
be  one  of  the  boys.  Perhaps  that’s 
why  Wertmuller  has  been  so  suc¬ 
cessful.  Her  satire  is  really  not 
threatening. 


If  only  Sot  to...  Sot  to  wasn’t  set 
up  so  we  identify  with  Oscar.  If 
only  Ester  were  less  of  a  bimbo.  If 
only  there  were  some  vision  of 
something  better.  But  ultimately, 
Ester  and  Adele  are  curious 
creatures  whose  lesbian  attraction 
is  just  a  hopeless  fantasy.  Les¬ 
bianism  is  not  presented  as  a  real 
alternative  for  Ester  —  it’s  just 


another  romantic  notion  that  she 
gets  into  her  head  because  she’s  so 
impressionable.  In  the  end,  she’s 
en  route  to  the  hospital  with  her  in¬ 
jured  husband.  She  stares  out  the 
back  of  the  ambulance  as  the 
distance  between  her  and  Adele 
widens.  Just  like  Bogart  and 
Bergman  in  Casablanca  —  it’s  just 
not  meant  to  be. 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 

50  Congress  Street 
Boston  Mass  02109 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E  Orleans.  Mass  02643 


I  800  352  3185 


Call  Toll  Free  1  *00  351-3185 


"There  before  and  after  the  sale' 


PAMELA  J.  BLAKELY 

Sales  Representative 
New  and  Used  Automobiles 


Walton  Buick,  Inc. 

4100  Mystic  Valley  Parkway 
Medford,  MA  02155 


Bus.  Phone  (617)  395-6400 
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healthy  teeth. ..they’re  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  ODS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 
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338-7037 


Let's  Go  to  Brunch  /  * 


CIRCLE  CHIROPRACTIC 


HEALTH  NETWORK 

Dr.  Wendy  Caro,  DC 
Dr.  (an  Rising,  DC 


380  Washington  Street,  Brighton,  MA  02135  (617)  789-4290 


THE  BUSINESS  GUIDE 


This  guide  provides  a  listing  of  lesbian-  and  gay-owned, 
staffed, or  supportive  businesses  and  services.  For  details  about 
having  your  business  listed  for  just  $100  per  year,  please  call 
Laurie  Sherman  at  (617)  426-4469. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACCOUNTING/BOOKKEEPING 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  547-7117 

ACUPUNCTURE 

MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac. 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS  CTR. 
1 5  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
625-8840 

ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 
BOOKSTORES 
GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

CABINET  MAKING 

GREAT  EASTERN  WOODWORKS 
ELIZABETH  REGAN 
Howard  Street 
Wilton,  NH  03086 
(603)  654-6730 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  NANCY  GROSSMAN 
1018  Beacon  5treet 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-7703 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 


CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02 HI 
482-4662 

CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

COMPUTER  CONSULTING 

JUDY  HOUSMAN 

MICROSOLVE 

285  Harvard  St.  206 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

354-2365 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
731-8934 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790'Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
782-1952 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

B.B.V.M.  ELECTRICAL 
296-0553 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  Ma 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR 
WOMEN 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 


INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,CLU 
Suite  830 

50-Congress  St.  -f 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

MARGARET  M.  LAPRE 

INSURANCE 

697  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-8187 

ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,MA  01840 
683-7676 

LABWORK 

STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
338-3014 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westborough,  MA  01581 
366-8576 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
Room  219 
542-5188 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING,  cont. 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA  Counseling 
110  Orchard  St. 

Somerville  Ma.  02144 
628-6988 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

ULTIMATE  IDENTITY  COUNSELING 
DR.  SHIRLEY  A.  WHITING,  M.C.S. 

1 6  Old  Colony  Ave. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
293-2267 

MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 

641-1234 

MUSCLE  THERAPY 

ANDREW  HANES 
WHOLE  HEALTH  GROUP 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02115 
536-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 
PRINTING  131 
131  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 


REAL  ESTATE 

CENTURY  21/PARK  REALTY 
DAVID  JOSEPH  VIEIRA 
63  Fairmount  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-3400/800-323-2380 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  No.  31 
The  Arcade  Bldg. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

SOUTH  BAY  REALTY 
105  W.  Newton  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

VICTORIAN  BOSTON  PROPERTIES 
Real  EstateBrokerage  and  Investments 
577  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 1 8 
536-8700 

RESUMES 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Av. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
547-7117 

ROLFING 

LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
Cambridge,  MA 
782-1952 

ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS 
P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
282-7078 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC  SERVICES 
Linda  Hall,  Jan  Savoy, 

Anni  Waterflow 
152  Plymouth  St. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
294-1948 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 
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Alcoholism  and  drug  in-patient 
program  in  peaceful 
New  Hampshire  setting 


SPOFFOFP 

F4ALL  Call  800-451-1716 


30%  off  framing 
with  this  ad 


Large  selection  of  posters 


1080  BELMONT  STREET 

WATERTOWN,  MA  02172  489-4047 


HAIR.  SKIN  NAILS 
MEN  AND  WOMEN 

AVANTGARDE  NEWWAVE  TRADITIONAL 
WAXING  MAKEUP  PERMS  COLORS 

Gay  Operated  Doug  &  Jay  Minutes  from  Rt.  128  &  Mass.  Pike 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund 

Janice  Platner, 

Barbara  J.  Macy 

•Criminal  Defense 

•Estate  Planning 

•Real  Estate  Transactions 

•Business  Representation 

•Domestic  Relations 

•Relationship  Agreements 

•Discrimination 

•Civil  Litigation 

•Probate  of  Estates 

•General  Practice  of  Law 

•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 

•Condominium  Conversion 

483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  1 1 

2266  Market  Street 

Boston,  MA  02115 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 

617-266-0760 

415-626-4224 

Wertmuller’s  Noisy  Subtlety 

Continued from  page  7 


she  hints  that  his  relationship  with 
Ester  has  been  radically  altered 
and  hands  him  a  closing  line  which 
—  whether  he’s  aware  of  the  irony 
or  not  —  sums  up  the  stupidity  of 
machismo. 

While  Wertmuller’s  apparent 
affection  for  this  bumbling  macho 


may  make  this  film  offensive  to 
some  feminists  and  faggots,  I  hope 
they’ll  take  a  closer  look  at  her 
portrayal  of  Ester  and  Adele. 
While  the  director  is  unwilling  to 
break  with  tradition  to  the  extent 
that  would  allow  the  women  to  en¬ 
joy  a  mutual  erotic  attraction,  she 


does  give  these  straight  women 
credit  for  fighting  back  against 
Oscar  and  hanging  onto  their 
friendship. 

I  may  be  in  a  minority,  but  1  left 
Sotto...Sotto  laughing  —  partly  in 
defense  against  the  violence,  but 
also  in  appreciation  of  these  feisty, 
lovable  women. 


ALLEGRI  R0DUCTI0NS  PRESENTS 


i>HHPMiiiiiinninnHif< 


I  These  people  have  a  way  of  raining  I 
Ion  my  parade  [not  letting  her  get  I 
GCN],  I  guess  we  can  keep  trying.  I’d  I 
like  to  have  some  reading  material  onl 
women’s  spirituality  and  also  to  be  I 
on  the  penpal  list,  particularly  for | 
other  lesbians  interested  in  spirituali¬ 
ty.  Karen  HAGY,  2908  11th  Ave  No. 
Ext.,  Nampa  ID  83651. _ 

[Taurus,  butch-borderline  dyke,  medical! 
| technologist,  doing  15  yrs  for  robbery,] 
|  would  like  to  write  to  serious-minded  | 
|  cancer  or  scorpio  fem.  My  interests  are  | 
[bodybuilding,  tennis,  karate,  [ 
[calligraphy,  medicine  and  more.  I  love  | 
[kids,  loyal  women  (if  there  are  any  left), 
land  quiet  evenings  at  home.  Vicki  SIM-  I 
[mONS,  322889,  Rt  4  Box  800,  Gatesville  | 
|TX  76528. 


[it’s  okay  to  feel  afraid  because  I  am, 
|  sometimes,  afraid  of  taking  a  chance, 
[of  losing,  of  winning. ..I’m  a  Black, 
[open-minded  lesbian  into  intellec- 
[tualism  and  positive  progress,  look¬ 
ing  for  correspondence  with  other 
open-minded  individuals.  Toni 
RICHARDSON,  Box  1,  Goochland  VA 
23063. _ _ 

Tall,  attractive  butch  has  good  news 
to  tell  someone.  Would  love  a  visit 
]  from  someone  unique.  Renee  Rogers, 
Box  99,  Framingham,  MA  01701  . 

Female  31  seeks  friends  to  corres¬ 
pond  with.  Your  race  is  unimportant. 
I’m  outgoing,  outspoken,  and  love  to 
have  a  good  time.  Would  like  to  hear 
from  some  of  you.  Other  prisoners  are 
allowed  to  write.  Jacqueleen  PURVIS, 
151595-572,  Box  8540,  Pembroke 
Pines  33024. 


Bi| 

me  mv 


I  like  swimming,  riding,  motorcycles 
and  horseback  riding.  I  also  like 
classical  guitar  and  some  old  time 
rock  and  roll.  Please  write  and  send 
photo  if  possible.  Jerry  MILLER, 
319060,  Ellis  II,  Huntsville  TX  77340 
Lonely  prisoner,  25,  seeking  a  sincere 
relationship  with  someone  who  can 
care.  Tony  EDEN,  158-960,  Box  69, 
London  OH  43140 _ 

Dark  brown  curly  hair,  baby  blue  eyes, 
like  music,  very  active  in  sports,  and  a 
hopeless  romantic.  Richard  Ray 
BROOME,  394253,  Rt  1  Box  1,  Wynne, 
Huntsville  TX  77349. 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


ALL  PRISONERS,  AND  ESPECIALLY 
WOMEN,  ARE  ENCOURAGED  TO 
WRITE  PRISON  BOOK  PROGRAM 
‘  (c/o  Redbook,  92  Green  St.,  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130)  REQUESTING 
■  BOOKS  ON  WOMEN'S  ISSUES, 

I  NOVELS,  POLITICAL  TOPICS, 
RACISM,  THE  PRISON  BUSINESS, 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN  AND  OTHER 
ISSUES.  (WE  USUALLY  RUN  ABOUT 
|  A  MONTH  OR  SO  BEHIND,  SO  BE 
PATIENT) 
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am  31  yrs  old,  brown  hair,  hazel 
[eyes,  fair  built,  nice  looking,  clean 
and  polite.  I  like  people  to  treat  me  as 
I  treat  them.  Frederick  CURL,  77C 
0687,  354  Hunter  St,  Ossining  NY 
10562 _ 

[Attractive,  sincere,  fun-loving  male 

[seeks  friendship  or  more  with  TVs, 
[gay  males  or  bisexual  females,  or 
[anyone  interested  in  writing.  William 
SARMIENTO,  80C617,  205  Marine  Dr., 
Buffalo  NY  14202. 


I  was  moved  from  Attica  to  Dan- 
nemora.  Please  put  me  a  ad  in  the  gay 
pen  pals.  Love,  Greg  JOHNSTONE, 
82B  629,  Box  B,  Dannemora  NY  12929 
I  would  like  to  write  to  all  kinds  of  gay 
people.  I  love  a  dominant  lover  and  to 
talk  about  sex  and  a  lot  of  other 
things  too.  I  am  down  the  line  with 
gay  rights  all  the  way.  My  female 
name  is  Taha.  Willie  RICE,  82A  3691, 
135  State  St,  Box  618,  Auburn  NY 
13024. _ 

I  like  music,  dancing,  movies.  I’m 
looking  for  sincere  friends  who  don’t  | 
mind  if  a  person  has  been  in  prison. 
I’m  sincere  and  lonely,  as  you  can  im-  | 
agine.  I'd  also  like  some  information 
on  the  gay  rights  of  prisoners.  (I’m 
presently  in  segregation  [isolation]  I 
for  my  protection.)  I’m  hoping  for  a  | 
transfer  soon  but  don't  know  where. 
James  W.  FITZGERALD,  00847-025, 
Box  888  BCH,  Ashland  KY  41101. 

I’m  a  sincere  open-minded  person.  1 1 
enjoy  reading,  music,  dancing,  and  I 
don’t  get  any  mail.  Danny  Lee 
SALTER,  B-058684,  Box  158,  Lowell  [ 
FL  32663 _ 

I  am  a  30  yr  old  male,  liberal  and  quite  I 
sincere.  Any  and  all  sincere  letters  [ 
will  be  replied  to.  Race,  creed  or  color  | 
play  no  part  in  this  search.  Conrad 
PEAKS,  152843,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  | 
OH  45699. _ 

Bisexual  seeking  friends.  Hobbies  I 
are  cooking,  music,  sports,  movies, 
reading  good  books,  travel  and  in¬ 
teracting  with  persons.  I'm  a  roman¬ 
tic  Capricorn.  I  get  into  all  forms  of 
sex.  I  write  sexy  letters.  Michael 
DEERE,  206775,  Box  A,  Oakdale  IA  | 
52319 _ 

Ready  to  seriously  correspond,  j 
Taurus,  gray  eyes.  For  real  only.  Mark 
McPherson,  30439,  Box  30, 
Pendleton  IN  46064. _ 

I  would  enjoy  hearing  from  nice  peo¬ 
ple.  I’m  30,  20  at  heart,  and  it’s  very 
lonely  in  these  places  (inspite  of  the 
crowding!),  Ronald  HESTER,  231224, 
.Box  158  (G-529),  Lowell  FL  32663. 


AIDS  note: 

The  test  for  the  HTLV-III  antibody 
(ELISA  test)  gives  VERY  high 
numbers  of  ‘false  positives'.  Tests  so 
far  have  shown  that  when  the  test  is 
repeated  for  1000  people  who  tested 
positive  the  first  time,  only  290  test 
positive  on  the  second  administration 
of  the  test.  This  means  the  test  is  not 
AT  ALL  reliable.  It  doesn’t  give  the 
same  results  on  different  days  even! 
Spread  the  word  among  other 
prisoners  about  this,  especially  the 
ones  who  think  it  is  important  for 
prisoners  to  be  given  this  test.  Many 
people  who  take  the  test  will  come 
out  positive  when  they're  really  not. 
This  reason  for  NOT  taking  the  test  is 
in  addition  to  the  reasons  having  to 
do  with  how  the  prison  administration 
will  USE  the  results  to  abuse 
prisoners  who  get  positive  test 
results.  Send  for  a  copy  of  the  ACLU 
article  on  “Aids  in  prison”  for  more 
details. _ 

Pre-op  MTF-TS  needs  letters.  I'm  hit¬ 
ched,  but  still  need  friends!  (especial¬ 
ly  TS  sisters  who  know  how  it  is). 
Jerry  HIGHTOWER  [Cheri  Renee], 
287579,  Cedar  A-2,  Box  900,  Shelton 
WA  98584.  _ 

Vegetarian  with  a  good  sense  of 
humor  seeks  friendship  with  in¬ 
telligent  and  health  minded  people. 
Buddy  SPENCER,  Box  500,  Boydton, 

VA  23917. _ 

naiiii  ro  discover  tne  feeling?  Well, 
we  can  and  will  with  your  writing  this 
locked  down  one.  Writing  is  my  spice 
of  life  these  lonely  days.  If  you  wish 
to  exchange  fantasies,  thoughts,  and 
experiences  just  write  Chester  Vinton 
HAAS,  327322  A,  Rt  2  Box  20, 
Ferguson  Unit,  Midway  TX  75852. 
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Feminist 

Summer 

Camp 


country  erpiriMce 


Send  SASE  to.  RMC-303,  6445  Greene  St 
Philadelphia,  PA 


\ 

•  6th  Year 

•  Children  8-16 

•  Rural  Pennsylvania 

•  Sliding  Scale 
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Gabriel  Brooke,  Innkeeper 

Gabriels 

apartments  &  guest  rooms 
for  women  &  their  friends 


Open  Year  Round 
Cable  TV  &  Coffee 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 


(617)  487-3232 
104  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 


"PiaccO- 
to-  yo- 

PeoflU 

to-  dee 


An  Introduction  Service 
For  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 

Discreet  •  Discriminating  •  Sincere 
If  you  demand  confidentiality ,  call 

731-8934 


The 

good  news  is 
they'll  inherit 
a  fortune 
if  they  marry. 


The 
bad  news  is 
they  have 
18  months  to 
have  a  baby. 


MICHEL  SERRAULT 


MARCELLO  DANON  presents 


UGO  TOGNAZZI 


LA  CAGE  AUX  FILLES  3 


cTRe  GV/edding 

(English  Subtitles) 

GEORGES  LAUTNER 


with 


Dialogue  by 


ANT0NF1LA IKTERLENGHI  SAVERIO  VALLONE  BENNY  LUKE  STEPHANE  AUORAN  MICHEL  GALABRU  MICHEL  AUDIARD 

Screenplay  by  MCHEL  AUBARD,  lACQUES  AUOURO  MARCE110  DANON.  GEORGES  LAUTNER.  GERARD  LAMBAELE  Mus.c  by  ENNIO  MORRICONE  Director  ot  Cinematography  LUCIANO  TOVDU 

PG-i3ip»HENTssTRONBLYCAunoiiED  tac“t,,e  p,oducer  MARCELLO  DANON  D"ecled  a’  GEORGES  LAUTNER 

lomc  Malorix  M«,  >e In.p.rojrt.le  tor ChlMr.i U~*r  13  mnilULLLU 


A  TnSlar  Release 

16  In  3t »  Pictures  Inc  An  Rijhts  NtstnwJ 

Freely  inspired  by  the  characters  of  'La  Cage  Auk  Folles"  by  JEAN  POIRET  » Co  Production  ol  Colombia  films  S »  fens  M  MA  Piodonone  s  1 1  Roma 


NOW  PLAYING 


USA  Cinemas 

COPLEY  PLACE 

266- 1300 


SILK  &  LACE 

Specialty  Clothing  for  women  and  for  men  interested  in 
cross-dressing.  Sizes  4-24  Located  near  Boston  Mail  order 
specialists  spanning  the  globe.  Send  $8  for  new  catalogue  to: 
Box  1088,  Waltham,  MA  02254.  Or  call  894-1744 

Discr  eet.  Private  Hours  and  Dressing  Room 


Fairbanks  3mt 

ArrommobattonH 


We  offer  a  warm,  congenial 
atmosphere.  Our  rooms 
have  working  fireplaces, 
private  baths  and  period 
furniture. 


90  Bradford  Street,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0386  Don  Graichen,  proprietor 


Tell  ’em  you  saw  it  in  GCN\ 


Great  for  Groups 
small  and  large 


Country  Lodge  Open  Year-Round 


This  Year  Don’t  Run  Away  from  Winter 
—  Enjoy  It  in  Stowe,  VT 

One  of  the  World's  Top  Ten  Ski  Resorts 

Famous  for  X-Country  and  Downhill  Skiing,  we  are  minutes 
from  the  slopes,  shops,  gourmet  restaurants  and  other  winter 
activities.  Complimentary  full  breakfast  in  our  fireplace  dining 
room.  Hot  tubs/spa  and  BYOB  fireplace  lounge/game  room. 
Five-day  midweek  ski  vacation  package  from  as  little  as  $105 
per  person  double  occupancy.  Five-day  lift  ticket  $110,  Other 
packages  available,  including  group  rates. 

(802)253-4772  •  1390  Mountain  Rd.,  Stowe,  Vermont  05672 
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Classifieds 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 


SURVIVORS  DREAM  1 


If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well.  _ 0 


PERSONALS 

CHRISTINE  B. 

Let  me  give  it  to  you, 

1  know  you  want  it!!! 

Be  my  valentine. 

Move  you.  KAGyourSBD 

(31) 

PRISONER  NEEDS  FRIENDS 


Bisexual  prisoner,  27,  sincere  and  open 
seeks  sincere  male  and  female  friends 
to  help  me  cope.  Not  looking  for  games 
or  hustles,  just  some  friendship  and 
compassion.  Please  write.  You  could 
be  surprised!  James  W.  Smith  II,  90563 
WCI  R3,  RT2  BX  500,  Angie,  LA  70426 

_ (32) 

Hey  poopaloop!  We'll  get  through 
these  bad  times  together.  We  survived 
Duddy,  we  can  survive  anything!  I  love 
you  very  much.  Deb  (HAGDDCFG)  (31) 
Looking  for  some  hot  sauce  to  put  on 
my  hot  tamale  for  red  hot  eating 
pleasure. _ (31) 

Birkenstocks  bother  me.  So  do 
potlucks  +  people  who  spell  women 
w/a  “y”.  Prof  GWF  25  Iks  pizza, 
pinstripes  and  puns.  Closer  2  socially 
adept  than  socially  aware.  Sks  fun,  ir¬ 
reverent  friends.  Maybe  in  loafers?  Box 
30 _ (32) 

SWEET  PETUNIA  PLUM 
Living  with  brilliant  you  is  bliss 
And  loving  you  is  heaven 
With  you  I’ll  happily  snuggle  and- kiss 
Until  we’re  97!  I  adore  you!  PAD  PAD. 

_ (31) 

New  Haven  area  LF  seeks  same  to 
share  arts,  politics,  personal  growth, 

«  of  the  mind,  outdoor  fun,  late  40’s  child 
grown  write. _ (31) 

Happy  valentines  day  to  my  loving  fish. 
Love  and  kisses,  your  crabby. _ (31) 

MADGE 

You  do  my  hands  (and  the  rest  of  me) 
oh,  so  well!  I’m  soft  for  you.  Love,  Tim- 
my’s  roommate. _ (31) 

PRIDE,  PROUD,  PROUDEST! 

30,000  strong  Lesbian  and  Gay  voices 
will  be  raised  in  pride  this  year.  Be 
there  on  June  14th  (raindate  15th)  with 
us!  -The  Pride  Planning  Committee. 
391-3411  for  info. _ (31) 

LF,  41,  Rl  Veterinarian,  recent  break  up, 
desires  relationship  with  mutual 
respect,  support,  humor,  some  space, 
friendship  first.  Box  27.  _  (32) 

I  LOVE  YOU,  SARA  K. 

What  beautiful  lives  exist  for  two  doves 
that  fly  together!  What  exquisite  future 
for  love  that  can  speak  the  languages 
of  mind,  body  and  soul.  I  celebrate  our 
union  with  feeling  expressable  only  in 
sound  or  color  and  await  a  language 
which  can  encompass  my  love  and  still 
stay  logical! _ (31) 

GWM,  18-25,  wanted  4A  friend  who  has 
old  fashion  values,  non  promiscuous. 
Ad  by  successful  wm,  37, 
(clncut/clnshavn),  have  my  own  car, 
home!  Write  P.O.  Box  1489  Boston 
02205. _ (39) 


I  dreamed  my  pain 
last  night 

Images  sharp,  messages  chrystal. 

A  letter  came;  my  name  in  red. 

Open  me,  open 

I  slid  my  knife  under  the  flap... 

nothing  new  here,  ha,  ha. 
Opened,  opened  the  mail  mail. 
Moths?Moths!  Hundreds,  maybe; 

Filled  my  mouth,  choked  my  sounds. 

I  awoke,  dread  tired. 

-Author,  Anonymous  dyke  incest  sur¬ 
vivor _ (32) 


GWM,  27,  165  lbs,  looking  for  same  for 
sexual  relationship  only.  Into  both 
roles,  talking,  JO,  sm,  ws,  jocks  and 
gym  gear,  tees  and  briefs,  ripped  levis 
+  boots,  hot  sweaty,  workouts.  Reply, 
with  descriptive  letter  +  phone  to  PO 
Box  3141,  Boston,  MA  02101. _ (31) 

GW  seeks  W  to  share  life  with.  I  am  in¬ 
telligent,  warm  passionate,  sensit.,  out- 
doorsy  but  worldly,  well  rounded 
+  politically  incorrect.  If  you  are 
similar,  not  a  substance  abuser  or 
Separtist,  please  reply  with  photo  and 
phone  no  to  Box  26.  (31) 

PUBLICATIONS 

JUST  US 

JUST  US,  a  dating  magazine  ex¬ 
clusively  for  women  wanting  to 
meet  women.  $10.00  (refunded)  for 
details  and  sample  copy  to:  JU, 
POB  80521-NP,  Atlanta,  GA  30341. 

(33) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverant  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree,  who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub.  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (V. 14/18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept. 
GCA1,  33  W  17th  St.,  NY,  NY  10011.  (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  na- 
tional/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs);  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample — $3  for  3 
issues!  Write  off  our  backs,  Dept.  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd,  NW,  Room  212, 
Washington,  D.C.  20009. _ (ex) 


HU  18-25?  Do  U  like  to  go  out  to  dinner, 
movies,  weekend  travel!  I’m  a  proffes- 
sional  successful  wm,  37,  who  lives 
alone,  own  home  on  bus  line!  P.O.  Box 
1489  Bos.  02205. _ (39) 

Simply  -  I’m  a  very  busy  cleancut  Irish 
wm  busnsmn  who  would  like  to  date  a 
cute  Bos?  guy  18-26.  Movies,  dinner 
and  relationship?  PO  Box  1210  Boston, 
MA  02205. _  (34) 

Non-smoking,  no  drugs  wm,  18-25, 
without  mustache  wanted  but  must 
have  values,  intelligence  (prefer  blond 
college  athlete).  Ad  by  wm,  37.  P.O.  Box 
1489  Boston  02205. _ (39) 

Amiable  gwm,  38,  wants  young  18-24, 
non-smoking,  blond,  clncut/shaven  stu¬ 
dent  escort  on  a  regular  basis!  I  have 
Boston  home  on  the  MBTA  line!  John 
265-3595.  Best  time  to  call  7-11  pm.  (34) 
DICTIONARY,  anyone? 

The  most  requested  book  at  the 
Prisoner’s  Project  is  the  dictionary. 
(Prisoners,  generally  uneducated,  need 
them  to  wade  thru  law  books  etc.)  If  you 
have  a  spare  one  (paperbacks  especial¬ 
ly),  please  send  it  to:  GCN  Prisoner  Pro¬ 
ject,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
021 11.  Thanks! _ (c) 


WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE 
IN  YOUR  ROOM 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights.  Help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre¬ 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  "T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6  PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 
front  door. _ (c) 

SLAVE  TO  BEAUTY 
GM  gd  Ikng  athletic  ivy  grad,  36,  lean 
hard  5’9'',  140  lbs.,  blue  eyes,  br  hair, 
cln  shvn  will  serve  dom  college  men 
18-25,  explore  safe  fun  with  jockstr 
sneaks,  spanking,  JO,  light  SM.  You’re 
slim  muscled  perfect  get  the  worship 
you  deserve.  Box  1397  Cambridge  MA 
02142. _ (24) 


MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU#  25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MPDU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ _ (1) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overttime  charges  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (1) 


Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MPDU  #24184 
522-0826 

_ (1) 


From  $18  /  hr. 


O 


•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCK 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and.lNS. 


236-1848 


SERVICES _ 

MASSAGE  FOR  WOMEN 

Relaxing.  Reasonable  rates.  Discounts 
for  pregnant  lesbians  and  lesbian 
mothers.  Aren  868-6922. _ (31) 

CARPENTRY 
and  other  repairs. 

522-4094. _ (39) 

WIZE  HANDS 

Healing  massage  for  women.  Swedish- 
polarity-acupressure.  Sliding  scale. 
Call  Su  Daurio  at  522-9094.  (31) 

NH  COUNSELING 

Serving  the  Lesbian/Gay  community 
since  1975.  Individuals,  groups, 
workshops.  Sliding  scale.  Eves  and 
wknds  by  appt.  603  431-5147. _ (34) 

HOUSECLEANING 

Thorough,  experienced,  reasonable. 

Call  DAN  576-2368.  References  avaii.(31) 

MARCUS  PAINTING 

Woman  run  painting  company.  Int.  ana 
ext.  over  ten  years  experience.  Ref. 
available.  Superior  quality  work.  Call 
Iris  at  396-5058.  (Free  Estimate).  (31) 

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  idenity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  is  also  available.  Sliding  fee. 
Call  Fra n c i s  Giambrone  at  628-6988  (yr) 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 
$25 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


MASS  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832  for  appt. 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


TRAVEL _ 

SWAZILAND  MAY  86! 

Outstanding  opp.  Small  group  safari  in 
independent  African  kingdom.  Emp: 
wildlife,  geogoly,  earlyman.  5/14-31. 
$2750  all  inc.  From  Bos.  Call: 
617/899-0476  anytime. _ (31) 


HELP  WANTED 

Staff  person  for  Resist,  a  foundation  for 
the  radical  left.  Strong  interest  and/or 
experience  in  direct-mail  fundraising 
and  bookkeeping  required.  Add’l 
responsibilities  include  assisting  with 
newsletter  and  grants  program.  Min.  2 
year  committment  starting  4/21/86.  Ex 
perience  with  grassrooots  organiza¬ 
tions,  good  communication,  writing 
and  office  skills  needed.  Committment 
to  anti-racist,  feminist  and  anti¬ 
militarist  politics.  People  of  color,  gays 
and  lesbians  esp.  encouraged  to  apply. 
Salary  approx.  $11,8000  plus  benefits 
and  annual  raise  for  4/5  time.  Resume, 
cover  letter  and  writing  sample  (fun¬ 
draising  sample  if  available)  by  March 
14  to  Resist,  38  Union  Square,  Somer¬ 
ville,  MA  02143.  (32) 


FULL  +  PART-TIME  PERSON 
For  copying,  printing  shop.  Call 
723-5130  for  interview. _ (31) 

COUNSLORS 

SPOFFORD  HALL,  a  private  134-bed 
chemical  dependence  treatment  facili¬ 
ty,  located  on  beautiful  Spofford  Lake 
in  rural  New  Hampshire,  and  CONIFER 
PARK,  a  newly  renovated  195-bed 
famous  modern  facility,  located  in  tran¬ 
quil  Scotia,  New  York,  are  searching  for 
counselors.  Our  sister  facilities  are  the 
largest  providers  of  in-patient 
rehabilitation  services  in  the  Northeast. 

For  a  challenging  career  in  a  well- 
established  professional  speciality 
hospital  in  a  mosern  environment,  sub¬ 
mit  letter  and  resume  to  Personnel, 
Spofford  Hall,  P.O.  Box  225,  Spofford, 
NH  03462.  Equal  Opportunity 
Employer. _ (31) 


SOJOURNER  JOB  OPENING 

Boston's  feminist  paper  seeks  asser¬ 
tive,  energetic,  organized  ad  sales  rep. 
20  hours/week,  salary,  paid  vacation, 
sick  leave,  partial  insurance.  Come 
join  us!  Please  send  resume  asap  to: 
SOJOURNER,  143  Albany  St.,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02139 _ (32) 

DESIGNER/ARCHITECT 
Small  firm  looking  for  capable  person 
to  participate  full  or  part  time  in  all 
phases  of  office  work,  architectural  & 
graphic  design  thru  working  drawings. 
Exp.  pref'd.  Resume  to:  Tom  Huth,  Ar¬ 
chitect,  137  Walnut  St.  Brookline,  MA 
02146. _ Jc) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

HELP!!! 

GCN  needs  another  office  chair  (on 
wheels)or  two.  If  you  have  one  that 
you’re  not  using,  please  call  Mike  at 
426-4469.  Thanks. 

HELP:!!  BOOKS!!! 

Please  consider  sending  or  dropping  by 
GCN(  167  Tremont  St,,  Boston,  MA 
02111;  on  trhe  Common)  your  already 
read  gay  books  (fiction  or  nonfiction). 
Prisoners  really  do  get  alot  out  of  them 
and  we'll  be  glad  to  send  them  in. 
Thanks.  (We  don't  refuse  donations  for 
postage;  but  we’ll  be  glad  to  get  just 
books!). _ (c) 

WRITERS 

Help  GCN  cover  the  culture  beat  all 
over  the  nation.  Plays,  movies,  con¬ 
certs,  perfomances,  we  want  the  latest 
word  on  the  newest  creations  from 
coast  to  coast.  If  you'ld  like  to  join 
GCN’s  team  of  volunteer  reviewers, 
send  a  letter  and  writing  sample  to: 
GCN  Features,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th 
Floor,  Boston  MA02111. _ (c) 


*)S  uZOT/SR'S  'MtO'HTZ 

For  the  month  of  February,  GCN  wants 
to  help  you  send  a  message  to  those  you 

love. 

For  a  limited  time,  all  personals  have 
been  reduced  to  $2.00  per  insert  (for 
the  first  4  lines  only) 

This  offer  is  good  only 
for  personal  ads.  All 
other  charges  (box 
numbers,  additional 
lines,  etc.)remain  the 
same. 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE. 


APT. 

ZIP. 


PHONE  (_ 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 
*  Lines 

Head 

Lines 

. 

Bold  Headlines: 


1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


or  part  thereof: 


Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

Business 

7.00 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Business 

._  X 

.75 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

TOTAL 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 


I 
I 
I 

I  PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
|  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

|  Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
g  GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
J  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 


TOTAL  fori  Week  (Add)  = 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multi-ly)  = 
SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10%  = 
15%  = 
20%  = 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


■ 


I 

rfl 
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APARTMENTS 


JVD 

’$  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  re 
must  call  In  every  additional  we 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  b< 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


1 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

CHEAP  BUT  NICE  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
APARTMENT 

2  LF’s  seeking  LF  or  F  for  3/1/86.  Rent 
$166  plus.  Nr  Orange  and  Green  lines. 
No  cats  or  smokers.  Mary  or  Nancy 
522-2035.  N  ancy-days  495-1 585.  (32) 

ROOMMATE  NEEDED 

LF  25  seeks  LF  to  share  spacious  2 
bdrm  apt  in  W.  Medford.  Must  be  resp, 
prof,  non-smkr.  Modern  apt,  ww  dw  ds, 
nice  neighborhood-must  see!  Have  2 
cats,  no  more  please!  300  +  Call  Jane 
488-3202  Btwn  7-1 0pm. _ (36) 

GWM  26  prof,  w/2  cats?  seeks  quiet 
GWM  homeowner  in  Malden  area  to. 
rent  from  as  of  3/1.  Very  handy  with 
home  and  garden  improv.  Rent  neg.  Al 
321-1729.  Not  a  sex  ad.  Serious  inq  on¬ 
ly. _ (31) 

PETS  OK! 

L  30  sks  resp  employed  woman  to 
share  8  rm  house  ine  Holliston.  1  acre 
fenced  yd,  screenhouse,  2  fireplaces, 
will  have  own  bdrm,  study  bath.  No 
heavy  drugs/alcohol/cigs.  $375  +  .  Avail 
4/15.  Melanie  429-7378.  Weds-Sun. 
Keep  trying. _ (32) 

LWF  seeks  2  LF  to  share  8  room  house 
in  Sudbury  in  woods.  25  +  ,  aminals  ok, 
acess  to  Route  9,  Route  20,  +  Mass 
Pike.  $425.893-8149 _ (31) 

LF,  36,  Friendly,  independent  and  con¬ 
siderate  sks  L  for  5  RM  Carolina  Ave 
apt.  JP,  near  T.  Large  yard,  private 
porch,  3rd  fl.  Safe,  warm.  $325  heated. 
524-8655.  Wk:  (603)  881-2434.  Ask  for 
Lynn. _ (31) 

2Fs  (1G)  seek  rmt  for  3bdr  SEnd  apt 
smokers, hedonists.  Lovers  of  Aretha, 
cottage  cheese,  letterman  +  Princess 
Stephanie.  $317  + /month.  267-6167 
(3  1) _ 

GOOD  WOMAN  WANTED,  30  + 
March  1st  **fun,  feminist  house  w  Bi 
+  L.  Committment  to  growth  creating 
balance  of  cooperation  +  camaraderie. 
Independent  nonsmoking  animal  lover. 
Nr  T.  No  cats.  $208  +  .  Call  354-3399 
(31  ) _ 

JP:  LF  seeks  LF  28  + to  share  apt  w/c 
AT,  back  porch  +  yard,  big  kitchen.  No 
smoke  mostly  veggie  share  some 
meals.  Open  to  communication. 
$237.50  +  utilies.  522-3868  W524-1984 
Linda. _ (31) 

Lf,  33  and  4  mo.  old  infant  seek  friendly 
If  roommate  to  share  beaut,  pondside 
JP  apt.  No  drugs  or  alcohol.  No  pets. 
$230+  utils.  Julie  522-2626. _ (29) 

CAMBRIDGE— SOMERVILLE 
Middle-aged  bisexual  man  wishes  to 
share  small  apartment  with  stable, 
emotionally  mature,  financially  respon¬ 
sible,  communicative,  considerate  and 
cooperative  person  or  couple.  No  pets 
or  drugs  please.  Call  David  at 
1923—0082. _ (c) 


/  THE  B1CW  GET 

«CH£R,KND 
THE  POOR  GET 
POORER...  ^ 

“ — t-r 


STILL  WORKS 


> 


miiiuiiHiiiiHiiiiiimiiiiiiiillHIIIIIHIttnui 

O  all!  those  who  in  and  OUT  Ol 

RISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE) 
Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  ol  an] 
Xnarchlsp. 


Women  in  need  of  attorney  To  assist! 
with  class  action  suit  that  we  now! 
have  in  court  against  administration! 
here.  Please  write  Sonya  CLARK, I 
1479  Collins  Ave,  Marysville  OH| 

43040. _ 

Woman  in  Framingham  would  like  tol 
get  a  visit  now  and  then.  Feeling  very! 
lonely  in  here.  If  you’d  like  to  writel 
and  become  friends  and  maybe  make! 
a  visit  sometimes,  please  write  Marial 
RACCIO,  Box  99,  Framingham  Ma| 
01701 


HOUSE  IN  NORTHAMPTON 

JLF  seeks  similar  for  1  bdrm  in  2  bdrm 
house,  1  mile  from  entr  of  town.  Must 
be  responsible  and  have  sense  of 
humor.  Rent  is  $187  + utilies.  Call 
586-9451.  Leave  message. _ (31) 

Jlf  and  If  seek  mature,  responsiblelf  to 
share  lovely  3  bedroom  apt.  near  Davis 
Sq.,  Som.  99.4  chem  free.  $200  +  . 
1(politically  correct)  cat.  628-4165.  (29) 

HOUSEMATE  WANTED 

3F  Women  aeek  4th  L/Bis/het  for  lovely 
JP  home.  We  are  musical  sharing,  in- 
dep,  sense  of  humor,  30-35  yrs.  $275  + 
524-0424,522-4219 _ (31) 

CAMBRIDGEPORT  COLLECTIVE 

4-Person  mixed  collective  in  Cam- 
bridgeport  needs  2  more  housemates, 
preferably  for  March  1st.  The 
household  includes  gay  +  straight, 
women  and  men,  and  1  child  (9)  part- 
time.  We  are  socially/politically  pro¬ 
gressive,  semi-veg,  non-smoking  and 
we  share  meals  and  ocassional 
outings.  The  house  is  large  (3  stories), 
neat,  inexpensive  ($200  includes  rent 
and  all  utilies)  +  is  2  blocks  from  Cen¬ 
tral  Sq.  The  coliective  has  been 
somewhere  in-between  totally  indepent 
dent  and  incredibly  close-knit. 
Call  ASAP!  Evenings  before  10:30,  call 
864-1466;  or  ask  for  Laurie  at  GCN, 
426-4469. 

SOMERVILLE  HOUSEMATE  WANTED 

GM  couple  to  share  6  room  house  with 
Mor  F.  Kitchen,  dining,  livingroom,  den 
and  2  bedrooms.  Large  yard,  very 
rpivate.  Must  like  pets,  dogs  and  cats. 
Please  be  neat  and  responsible.  Be 
part  of  a  warm,  friendly,  home. 
References  preferred.  $225  per  month 
and  1/3  utilities.  Call  629-2970.  Leave 
message. _ (31) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

JUST  ARRIVED  FROM  Calif 

L  +  2  cats  seek  room  in  house  in  JP  or 
Camb  near  trans,  spiritual  growth 
oriented,  friendly  atmosphere.  $150-200 
Bronwyn  325-3726. _ (32) 

NEED  A  ROOMMATE 
GF,  26  sks  rm  in/near  Cambridge  in  in- 
dep  hshld  w/1-3  others.  Clean,  con¬ 
siderate,  responsible.  Am  a  nonsmoker, 
but  smoke  ok  w/me.  Can  pay  $250  +  util 
+  deposit  NOW!  Call  Leza  423-2939, 
eves  till  11pm.  (32) 

GM  musician-conductor  w/  pno  &  cat. 
Enjoy  performing,  prog  pol.,  clean, 
humor,  good  food,  cooperation.  George 
Fulginiti-Shakarat  547-2120. (29) 

GREAT  HOUSE  WANTED 

LF  28  clean  quiet  responsible-seeks 
long  term  housing  in  stable  home.  No 
active  alcohol/drug  abusers.  Mar  1. 
Kathleen  625-7734. _ (32) 


GCN  GA  Y  AND  LESBIAN 
PRISONER  PROJECT 

He  send  free  papers,  books  (when  I 
I  they  are  donated  and  money  for 
I  postage  is  available),  and  run  free  I 
I  penpal  ads.  (There 's  sometimes  a 
I  long  waiting  list  because  of  limited 
space.)  As  we  get  more  volunteers 
we  'll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
make  the  connections  between  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  behind  bars  and  | 
those  of  us  on  the  outside.  If  you  can 
[help  with  your  time  or  a  contribu-  \ 
\  tion  of  mainly  gay  paperbacks  or  of  \ 
I monev),  we  are  at  167  Tremont, 
[Boston,  MA  021II.  THANKS! 

Jewish  and  French  descent,  would, 
like  to  get  letters  from  gay  men  and 
lesbians  interested  in  a  lasting  rela- 
I  tionship.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
anyone  able  to  put  a  smile  on  this  sad 
face  of  mine.  Meakel  ASHLEY, 
083772,  PO  Box  158  (068),  Lowell  FL 
32663.  _ 

Black,  liberal  minded,  straight  male, 
muscular  build,  looking  for  a  strong 
relationship  with  TV  or  TS  in  the  free 
world.  I  am  open  minded  and  into  the 
gay  scene.  Enjoy  reading,  writing, 
sports  of  all  kinds.  James  E.  TAYLOR, 
37271 1-E-2-09  Darrington,  Rt  3  Box  59, 
Rosharon  TX  77583. _ 

Young  gay  prisoner  seeking  athletic 
gay  for  lasting  friendship.  I  enjoy 
body  building,  yoga,  aerobics,  and 
making  love  to  my  own  cock.  Would 
like  to  share  experiences.  Gerald  Lee 
JOHNSON,  45181,  2605  State  St, 
Salem  OR  97310. 


DORCHESTER 
LARGE  1  BR  APT. 

In  lovely  Victorian  house,  hardwood 
floors,  yard,  ^V^  baths,  sunporch, 
Melville  park,  near  Shawmut  T.  No  pets. 
$595  heated.  825-1912,  482-7943.  (31) 

MINUTES  TO  DOWNTOWN 
Modem  brick  apt  bldg,  1-2  bedroom, 
balconies,  hdwd  floors,  tile  bath, 
frig,  heat,  hot  water  inc.  Free  parking,  close 
to  transportation.  Codman  Hill,  Dorchester. 
$600650/  Cal 1 8250252  for  appt.  (32) 

CAMBRIDGE  INMAN  SQ 
Comfortable  1  bdrm  apt.  450  +  utils. 
References  +  security  dep.  Avail  3/1.  Pets 
ok.  Call  6614102. _ (32) 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

BAY  VILLAGE 

Architecturally  designed  luxury  one 
bedroom  condominium.  Electrifying  city 
view  from  solarium  livingroom.  Study  with 
fireplace.  Fully  equipped  kitchen  with 
separate  dining  area.  One  of  Bay  Village’s 
most  unique  residences.  $169,000.  Jeff 
Kaps,  Hunneman  Better  Homes  and 
Gardens,  2664430 _  (32) 

DORCHESTER-SALE  BY  OWNER 

Picturesque  7  rm  Victorian,  3  sunny 
bdrms,  entry  kitch,  walk  in  clos,  newly 
rstrd  din/lvg  rms.  Unfinished  bsmt/at- 
tic.  Short  walk  Ashmont  T.  Lv  messge 
825-0025  8am  to  1 0pm.  $1 20K.  (34) 

BAY  VILLAGE 

Lovely  small  townhouse  on  best  street. 
4  BR's,  2 Vi  baths,  LR,  DR,  library. 
Private  deck.  Offered  at  $395,000.  Call 
Elise  Henning,  Hunneman  and  Co.,  45 
Newbury  Street.  426-4430. _ (31) 

TRADING  POST 

WOMEN'S  BARTER  NETWORK 

Short  on  cash,  but  have  lots  you’d  like 
to  trade  for  your  needs?  Women’s 
Barter  Network  is  a  non-profit,  nation¬ 
wide  barter  referral  system  for  women 
and  women’s  organizations/ 
businesses.  Send  SASE  for  details  to 
Women’s  Barter  Network,  Box  712, 
Wabash,  Indiana  46992, _ (30?) 


RESORTS 


BED  &  BREAKFAST  IN  N.Y. 

Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charm¬ 
ing,  lesbian  owned,  N.Y.  brownstone- 
only  1  subway  stop  from  Manhattan.  Be 
pampered  by  having  breakfast  served 
in  bed,  and  sipping  a  complimentary 
bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  For 
more  information  call  718-625-2653.  The 
RADCLYFFE  HALL  or  718-522-2828 

_ (SV7) 

GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ (yr) 


CKECK’ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK’ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  bt  fireside,  pkg, 
apts.  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St.  ■ 
P’town,  MA  02657 _ (yr) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  x-country  trails, 
ice  skate  or  snowshoe,  soak  in  our  hot 
tub,  enjoy  a  sleigh  ride  or  downhill  ski. 
We’ve  got  it  all — including  a  cozy 
fireplace  and  hundreds  of  books  for 
those  who  prefer  chairs  to  skiis.  Great 
mid-week  discounts!  The  Highlands 
Inn,  Box  118  G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  +Judi  inn¬ 
keeper^ _ (34) 

SPINDRIFT  TROPICAL  RESORT 

“Tropically  perfect— Perfectly  tropical" 
(The  Weekly  News,  Miami).  Free 
brochure— Spindrift,  1212  Simonton, 
Key  West,  FL  33040.  (305)  296-3432. 
Helen,  Hostess. _ (43) 


FOR  SALE 


WINTER  SPECIALS 

1)  2  SNOW  TIRES,  tubeless  radials, 
165SR13,  about  10,000  miles,  excellent 
condition;  Tiger  Brand  and  Sears 
Roadhandler.  $25  a  piece;  $40/pair. 

2)  Leather  knee  high  Bass  leatherboots. 

Size  7,  light  brown,  worn  very  little. 
522-5529. _ (c) 


GCN  SPECIALS 

Circulation  Department  needs  help  up¬ 
dating  the  paper’s  mailing  list.  The 
volunteer  position  requires  a  commit¬ 
ment  of  a  couple  of  hours  per  week,  and 
a  knowledge  of  or  a  desire  to  learn  data 
input.  If  you’re  interested,  call  Marcos 
at  426-4469.  Thanks. _ (C) 

Darlings,  do  you  know  computers?  Bet¬ 
ter  yet,  do  you  know  dBase  III  like  it 
was  your  main  squeeze?  I  you  do,  then 
GCN’s  Computer  Committee  needs  to 
know  you!  Solve  our  problems  and 
you’ll  get  glory!  Come  to  our  meetings 
and  you’ll  be  charmed!  How  can  you 
resisit?  Pick  up  that  phone  now,  and 
call  Marcos  at  426-4469. _ (c) 


FOREX  TRAVEL 


76  Arlington  St. 


Phone  482-2900 


LOW  AIRFARES  FROM  BOSTON 


London  $373rt 
Brussels  395rt 

St.  Martin  349rt 

Los  Angeles  178rt 
Montreal  79rt 

New  York  66rt 

Quebec  142rt 


S.F. 

San  Juan 
Lima 

Tokyo(NYC) 


$178  rt 
198rt 
599rt 
729rt 


Hong  Kong(NYQ  829rt 
Mexico  City  375rt 

Seattle  178rt 


,  weekend  Special 

BTai^4nightSh0lel 

$4l5/Person 


MONTREAL 

WEEKEND 

$1 39/Person 
rt  airfare 
2  NIGHTS  bed  and 
b’fast 

full  Canadian  b’fast 
(Prices  based  on 
double  occupancy) 


LOWEST  PRICES 
ALL  AIRLINES 


ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B. 

Support  orgnztn  lor  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Cambridge,  Old  Bap  Chr. 
Raps  every  Tues,  Thur  8pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  +  ;parents;  yngr  women; 
baby  bmrs;  singles;  coming  out;  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  participate. _ (?) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  Lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go? 

Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 


CAM  Tony,  497-8282 


(13/32) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT  Siute  140, 
580  Castro  St.,  SF,  CA  941 14.  (v14.15)) 

“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY...” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his 
brains,  Eddie  will  overdose  and  David 
will  slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to 
come.  All  because  you’re  too  scared  to 
protect  them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stramps 
64  page  newsletter.  $20  subsc/mbrshp. 
"REALITY  INC.,”  PO  Box  73,  Paramus, 
NJ  07653. _ (?) 

HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues  .  Workshops  by  national  con¬ 
sultants  for  your  organization 
(municipal,  professional,  political, 
educational)  or  business.  Contact  Equi¬ 
ty  Institute  in  Amherst,  MA  at 
(413)256-6902.  Co-directors  Carole 
Lanigan  Johnson,  J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester 
Ed.D. _ (?) 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238 _ (?) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  St.  No.  8418,  S.F.,  CA  94102  or 
PO  Box  174,  New  York,  NY  10018 
_ (v.  14.23) 


Gay 

Community 

News 

is  available  on  microfilm 

$30 

per  volume 

MatT  check  or  money 
oroer  to: 

GCN 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  fl. 
Boston.  MA  02111 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


PRISONERS  WRITING  PRISONERS 
States  that  DO  usually  let  prisoners 
I  write  other  state  prisoners  (with  per¬ 
mission)  are:  Ver,  Mass,  NY,  Fla,  NJ, 
Miss,  Ohio,  Penn,  N.Car,  Kan,  Tex, 
Cal,  N.Mex,  Colo,  Ore,  Mont,  Wash, 
|  La,  Neb,  Mary,  Vir,  Ariz. 

States  that  DON’T  (or  only  with  dif- 
I  ficulty)  let  prisoners  write  each  other 
are:  Ala,  RI,  Okla,  Nev,  Iowa,  Id, 
|  WVir,  Wyo,  Tenn,  Wise,  Ind. 

If  you  have  info  on  states  not 
I  listed  above  (or  corrections)  or  on 
Federal  prisoners,  please  let  us  know.  It 
saves  other  prisoners  a  lot  of  wasted 
I  postage. 


BULLDOZER 
An  excellent  prisoner  politics  rag!  Their 
subtitle  is:  “the  only  vehicle  for  prison 
reform”(bulldozer!)  They  would  like  to 
hear  from  some  gay  prisoners  out  there 
with  some  articles  about  your  experience 
as  gay  prisoners.  Drop  them  a  line  at:  PSC 
Publishers,  Box  5052  Sta.“A”,  Toronto, 
Ont.  M5W  1W4  Canada  (same  postage  as 
for  U.S.) 


The  North  American  Man/Boy  Love] 
Association  (NAMBLA)  Bulletin  is] 
available  to  persons  who  are  imprison¬ 
ed  for  having  sex  with  minors.  Contact! 
Rock  Thatcher,  PO  Box  10675,  Phoenix  | 
AZ  85064.  _ ___ 

PRISON  BOOK  PROGRAM 
c/o  Redbook 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

Fortune  Society 
(prison  newspaper) 

39  W  19th,  NYC  10011 
Prison  Pen  Pals 
Box  82188, 

San  Diego,  CA  92138 


Fi«ST.  PUMtftl 

J  I’d  like  to  make  some  new  friends! 
I  among  gay  men  and  lesbians  out! 
[there.  I’m  one  who  cares  about  peo-l 
|  pie.  Try  me  and  see.  My  interests  are! 
camping  and  the  outdoors,  reading! 
and  making  new  friends.  1  can  receive! 
|  mail  from  other  prisoners.  James  R.f 
CONE  (Jamie),  277249  Cedar  G-1,  PO| 
Box  900,  Shelton  WA  98584. 

The  Transsexual  Voice,  offers  free  per¬ 
sonal  ads!  Mail  to  Phoebe  Smith,  Box  | 
16314,  Atlanta  GA  30321. 


February  15 
to 

February  22 

15  Saturday 

Boston  —  “To  Life:  A  Liturgy  for  All 

Touched  by  AIDS,’’  sponsored  by 
Dignity/Boston.  Paulist  Center  Chapel,  5 
Park  St.  8PM.  Reception  to  follow. 

Cambridge  —  “Conversations,’’  per¬ 
formed  as  part  of  a  Suite  for  Single  Women 
by  Gloria  Parkinson.  Agassiz  Theatre, 
Radcliffe,  10  Garden  St.  8PM.  Free.  Info: 
495-8676. 

Boston  —  “The  Gold  Diggers,”  a  film 
directed  by  Sally  Potter.  Mass.  College  of 
Art,  Longwood  Building,  Rm.  309,  364 
Brookline  Ave.  7:30  &  9:30PM.  $2. 

Cambridge  —  Boston  Area  Women’s  Self- 
defense  Collective  accepting  new  students. 
595  Mass.  Ave.  (Central  Sq.)  All  ages, 
abilities  welcome.  Info:  574-9433. 


Rosemary  Curb,  Feb.  18 


16  Sunday 

Boston  —  The  Man  with  the  Suitcase ,  a 
film  directed  by  Chantal  Akerman.  Mass. 
College  of  Art,  Longwood  Building,  Rm. 
309,  364  Brookline  Ave.  7:30  &  9:30PM. 
$2. 

Boston  —  8th  Annual  Mass.  Gay  Political 
Caucus  Auction.  Somewhere  Else,  295 
Franklin  St.  4-8PM. 

Provincetown  —  Benefit  performance  of 

The  Night  of  the  Iguana,  for  the  Pro¬ 
vincetown  AIDS  Support  Group.  Pro¬ 
vincetown  Art  Association  &  Museum,  460 
Commercial  St.  8PM.  $10;  includes 
dessert  buffet  afterwards.  Info:  487-9445. 

Worthington,  MA  —  Outdoor  Trips  for 
Women,  day-long  cross-country  ski 
workshop.  9AM-5PM.  Info:  (413) 
256-0898. 

Boston  —  Cocktail  Party  to  benefit  the  New 
York  City  Gay  Men’s  Chorus.  1 43  W. 
Newton  St.  8-1 1PM,  Info:  262-2988. 

17  monday 

Cambridge  —  “Ovations,”  an  all-female 
AIDS  benefit  performance  with  Judy  Col¬ 
lins,  Colleen  Dewhust  &  others.  American 
Repertory  Theatre,  Loeb  Drama  Center,  64 
Brattle  St.  8PM.  $25,  $50  (performance 
and  reception).  Info:  547-8300. 

18  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Coming  out  group.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9:30PM.  In¬ 
fo:  364-8807. 

Cambridge  —  Maedchen  in  Uniform, 

shown  as  part  of  Harvard  Film  Archives’ 
Women’s  Cinema  series.  24  Quincy  St., 
Harvard  Univ.  5:30  &  8PM.  $2.  Info: 
495-4700. 


18  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Coming  out  group.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9:30PM.  In¬ 
fo:  364-8807. 

Cambridge  —  Maedchen  in  Uniform, 

shown  as  part  of  Harvard  Film  Archives' 
Women’s  Cinema  series.  24  Quincy  St., 
Harvard  Univ.  5:30  &  8PM.  $2.  Info: 
495-4700. 

Boston  —  Women's  Rollerskating  at 

Spinoff,  sponsored  by  D.O.B.  22  and 
under  group.  Meet  at  Daughters  of  Bilitis, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  7:15PM.  $4  adm. /skate  rental. 
Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge  —  “Women  &  AIDS,”  a 

discussion  as  part  of  Harvard/Radcliffe’s 
“Festival  of  Life."  Phillips  Brooks  House, 
Harvard  Yard.  4PM.  Free. 

Cambridge  —  Jim  Vetter’s  Mime  and 
Magic  in  the  Festival  of  Life.  Experimental 
Theater,  Loeb  Drama  Center.  7:30  & 
10PM.  $5. 

Boston  —  Legacy,  a  drop-in  social  for  les¬ 
bian  &  gay  elders.  Clarendon  St.  YWCA. 
6-8PM.  Info:  725-4907. 

19  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force  of 
Boston  NOW.  99  Bishop  Allen  Drive,  Cen¬ 
tral  Sq.  7PM.  Info:  661-6015. 

Cambridge  —  “Risk  Reduction,”  a 

discussion  as  part  of  Harvard’s  week-long 
seminar  on  AIDS.  Phillips  Brooks  House, 
Harvard  Yard.  4PM.  Free. 

20  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN’ s  production  night:  all 

welcome  to  proofread  &  paste-up  pages. 
5-7PM  for  proofreading,  8PM-midnight  for 
paste-up.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  “AIDS  &  the  Law,”  a 

discussion.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Har¬ 
vard  Yard.  4PM.  Free. 

Cambridge  —  Allen  Ginsberg  reading  from 
his  work.  Sanders  Theatre,  Memorial  Hall. 
8PM.  $5. 

Boston  —  First  meeting  of  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Writers  Network,  a  monthly  group  to  con¬ 
nect  writers,  share  skills  &  resources,  and 
discuss  issues  of  concern.  Info:  491-3789. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Liberation. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10PM. 
Info:  354-8807. 

Dorchester  —  GALA  monthly  meeting.  8 
Fox  St.,  No.  2.  7:00PM.  Info:  288-4367  or 
288-9155. 

Boston  —  “Odyssey:  A  Journey  Through 
Mime  and  Space,”  a  retrospective  by  the 
Odyssey  Mime  Theatre  Company.  First 
Baptist  Church,  110  Commonwealth  Ave. 
8PM.  $7,  $5  students  &  seniors.  Infor: 
492-1724. 

2t  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  “How  You  Can  Help,”  a 

discussion  as  part  of  Harvard's  week-long 
seminar  on  AIDS.  Phillips  Brooks  House, 
Harvard  Yard.  4PM.  Free. 

Bsoton  —  Am  Tikva  Shabbat  Service  and 

Oneg  Shabbat.  74  Joy  St.,  Hill  House. 
8PM.  Please  bring  something  sweet  to 
share.  Info:  782-8894. 

Cambridge  —  “The  Politics  of  Women’s 
Biology,”  a  lecture  by  Ruth  Hubbard.  MIT 
Room  9-150,  105  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  Free. 

Arlington  —  Tracy  Chapman  &  Wheatstone 
Bridge,  coffeehouse  concert.  Uncle  Sam's 
Backyard,  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church, 
Pleasant  St.  $4.50.  Info:  Ed  or  Rick, 
641-2131. 


I  nrtoiiin 
18  tuesday 

Boston  —  Beth  Anne  Bower  on  “The  Ar¬ 
chaeology  Program  and.  the  African 
Meeting  House,”  Museum  of  Afro 
American  History,  the  Abie!  Smith 
School,  46  Joy  St,,  Beacon  Hill.  5:30PM. 

Boston  —  Minority  Student  Affairs 
Awards  Night/Oratory  Competition. 
Notheastern  Univ.  Ell  Center  Ballroom. 
7PM 


19  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  “The  Black  Woman:  Revi¬ 
sions  of  a  Distorted  Image.”  a  talk  by 
Helen  Boulware  Moore.  Bldg.  9-150, 

MIT.  7:30PM.  Free..  Info:  253-8844. 

Boston  —  Cry  the  Beloved  Country,  spon¬ 
sored  by  Northeastern  Univ.’s  African : 
Amer  can  Institute  Ell  Center  Be  iiroo  n. 
Northeastern  Univ.  7PM. 


20  thursday 

Boston  —  P  j:  -  Male/Female  Relation¬ 
ships, f|  a , forum.  .  African '  American  In¬ 
stitute,  Leon  St.,  Northeastern  Univ. 

Cambridge  —  Poet  Michael  Harper  to  read 
from  his  work.  Mezzanine  Lounge,  MIT 
Student  Center,  84  Mass.  Ave.  8PM  In¬ 
fo :  253-7894. 


1111 


Cambridge  —  Angry  Arts:  Two  new  films  on 
South  Africa:  Two  Rivers  and  The  Hammer 
and  the  Anvil.  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.,  Central 
Sq.  7:30PM.  $2.75.  Also  playing  Sat.  & 
Sun.  Info:  625-9279. 

Cambridge  —  Winter  benefit  for  Boston’s 
first  lesbian  soap  opera,  2  in  20.  First 
Congregational  Church,  11  Garden  St., 
Harvard  Sq.  8-10:30PM.  $7.  Info: 
625-3169. 

Boston  —  “Women’s  International 
Struggles,”  with  speakers  Karin  Aguilar, 
Hyun  Kyung  Chung,  Ntsiki  Langford,  and 
Estella  Ramirez.  Church  of  the  Covenant, 
67  Newbury  St.  7PM.  $3-5.  Info: 
277-1330. 

22  Saturday 

Boston  —  “Something  About  the  Women,” 
interview  with  women  involved  in  the 

Boston  music  scene.  WMFO  91.5  FM. 
10AM-2PM. 

Stowe,  VT  —  Downhill  Skiing  with  the 
Chiltern  Mtn.  Club.  A  two-day  trip.  Info: 
Josh,  232-6577  (h)  or  726-8653  (w). 

Boston  —  Community  Forum  on  New 
Reproductive  Technologies.  U/Mass 
Boston,  Arlington  St.  10AM-4PM.  Free. 
Info:  876-7680  or  738-5482. 

Cambridge  —  Buddies,  a  film  by  Arthur 
Bressan  about  AIDS.  Science  Center, 
Lecture  Hall  E,  Harvard  Yard.  8  &  10PM. 
$2.50. 

Cambridge  —  An  Evening  with  Robert 
Wilson  in  Harvard/Radcliffe’s  Festival  of 
Life.  Brattle  Theatre,  Harvard  Sq.  8PM. 
$15.  Info:  876-4226. 

Boston  —  Greater  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Assoc. 

AIDS  update.  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  33 
Bowdoin  St.,  Beacon  Hill.  8PM.  All 
welcome,  bring  food  or  drink. 


note  this! 


The  Chehov  Project 

The  Chehov  Project:  Work  on  3 
Sisters  is  presented  by  the  Double 
Edge  Theater  in  its  new  permanent 
space  at  the  Church  of  Sts.  Luke  and 
Margaret  in  Allston.  Guest  director 
Jacques  Chwat  explores  “those 
segments  of  the  text  which  seem  most 
essential”  in  this  adaptation  based  on 
the  -play  by  Chekhov.  The  result  is  a 
shorter,  pared  down  version  of  a  work 
that  takes  place  in  a  small  Russian 
town  at  the  turn  of  the  century. 

Double  Edge  Theater  is  known  as  a 
local  feminist  theater  company.  Past 
productions  such  as  My  Sister  in  This 
House  had  a  feverish,  at  times  over¬ 
wrought,  quality,  and  characters  on  the 
verge  of  desperation  or  madness.  If  you 
are  not  a  devotee  of  Chekhov  or  if, you 
are  looking  for  something  with  a 
definite  feminist  message,  you  may 
come  away  from  this  short  piece  with 
little  more  than  you  came  in  with.  The 
women  and  men  of  the  cast  handle  the 
material  well  enough,  but  I  didn’t  feel 
pulled  into  their  world;  and  because  I 
didn’t  feel  transported  back  to  that  time 
in  Russia,  the  sentiments  seemed 
dated.  Characters  wonder  aloud:  Is  life 
without  purpose  worth  living?  Is  the 
Human  Race  Progressing?  The  work  is 
performed  on  a  bare  stage,  with  im¬ 
provised  costumes  and  a  creative  use 
of  lighting.  In  this  context  lines  such  as 
“I’ve  dreamed  and  fantasized  for  so 
long,  my  soul  is  like  a  magnificent 
piano  that  has  never  been  played” 
sound  almost  like  a  parody. 

In  the  program  there  is  a  quote  from 
Chekhov:  “You  ask  what  is  life.  That  is 
just  the  same  as  asking  what  is  a  car¬ 
rot?  A  carrot  is  a  carrot  and  nothing 
more  is  known  about  it.”  The  Chehov 
Project  left  me  with  .questions:  What 
does  it  mean  to  be  a  feminist  theater 
company?  Why  Chekhov?  I  don’t  think 
it  is  a  bad  thing  that  Double  Edge  is 
presenting  less  disturbing  theater,  but  I 
do  still  expect  them  to  be  somehow 
more  daring. 

—  Monica  Hileman 


The  Mystery  of  Alexina  Directed 

by  Rene  Feret.  Written  by  Feret  and  Jean 
Gruault.  With  Vuillemin,  Valerie  Stroh, 
Veronique  Silver,  Bernard  Freyd.  Running 
time  86  min.  At  the  Sack  Copley,  Boston. 

No  one  loves  a  hermaphrodite,  accor¬ 
ding  to  The  Mystery  of  Alexina,  a  new 
French  film  based  the  true  story  of 
nineteenth  century  Herculine  Barbin, 
who  spent  the  first  22  years  of  her  life 
as  a  woman,  then  legally  sought 
recognition  as  a  man.  Barbin’s  story 
was  lost  until  French  philosopher 
Michel  Foucault  re-published  Barbin’s 
memoirs. 

Having  been  raised  in  convent 
schools,  Barbin  wrote  her  life  story  with 
all  of  the  passion  and  clandestine 
eroticism  of  a  school-girl  reverie.  Direc¬ 
tor  Rene  Feret  has  done  well  in  captur¬ 
ing  that  on  film.  Focusing  on  the  last 
years  of  Barbin’s  life,  The  Mystery  of 
Alexina  tells  of  her  love  affair  with  Sara, 
a  co-teacher  in  a  girls’  school,  and  the 
eventual  discovery  of  Alexina’s  am¬ 
biguous  gender  identity.  Of  course, 
scandal  ensues  and  there  is  very  little 
place  for  anyone  who  does  not  conform 
to  the  strict  social/gender  expecta¬ 
tions. 

Feret’s  film  is  lovingly  photographed 
and  the  screenplay  is  literary  without 
being  dull.  Great  respect  is  paid  to  all  of 
the  characters  —  enhanced  by  a 
wonderful  performance  by  French  male 
cartoonist  Vuiliemin  as  Alexina  —  and 
the  story  is  told  as  non-sensationally  as 
possible.  The  Mystery  of  Alexina  is  a 
meditation  on  a  slice  of  our  sexual 
history  that  treats  both  its  own  time 
and  ours  with  intelligence  and  respect. 

—  Michael  Bronski 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


fun  and  valuable  prizes  while  supporting  your  community  newspaper 


f  a 


1st  Prize: 

Montreal  weekend 

r/t  airfare  &  accommodations 

donated  by  Forex  Travel:  serving  our  community  since  1964 

Drawing  will  be  held  at  GCN  benefit  in  late  March.  Watch  for  details. 
Ticket  holders  need  not  be  present  to  win! 


O^Ter^nzes^ndu^ 


weekend  for  2  in  Vermont,  Buccaneer  Lodge 

weekend  for  2  in  P'town,  Fairbanks  Inn 

Women  in  Theatre  Festival,  2  tickets 

$25  gift  certificate  at  Arborway  Video 

$50  in  repairs  and/or  auto  parts  at  J&S  Auto 

beginning  women's  karate  class  at  Sanchin  School 

self-defense  workshop  at  Sanchin  School 

dinner  for  2  at  new  P'town  gourmet  deli 

Bodyworks  Gym  6-month  membership 

1-hour  massage  at  Whole  Health  Group 

dinner  for  2  at  The  Downtown  Cafe 

new  lesbian  sex  comedy  video  from  Tigress  Productions 

2  haircuts  from  B.  Cummings 


1986  Gay/Lesbian  Film  Fest,  2  tickets 

Erotic  in  Nature  video  from  Tigress  Productions 

1  perm  or  henna  from  B.  Cummings 

Sojourner  1-year  subscription 

New  Words  Bookstore  $15  gift  certificate 

Lunch  Buddies  dating  service  3-month  membership 

Ten  Percent  Revue  cassette  tape 

Bad  Attitude  1-year  subscription 

dental  check-up/cleaning  from  J.  Barna  &  A.  Wetter 

chiropractic  consult/exam  from  Nancy  Grossman 

South  End  Gym  initiation  fee 

GCN  1 -year  subscription 


L 


tickets  for  $5,  or  1  for  $1^^ 

For  ticket $  mail  the  form  below  to: 

GCN  Raffle ,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111 


name: 

address: 

phone: 

Enclosed  is  a  check  or  money  order  for  $ _ 

Please  send  me _ tickets  at  1/$1  and  7/$5. 


r 


name: 

address: 

phone: 

Enclosed  is  a  check  or  money  order  for  $ _ 

Please  send  me _ tickets  at  1/$1  and  7/$ 5. 


